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Briggs’  Campaign  in  Financial  Trouble 


California  Voters  Prepare  for  Proposition  6 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —On  Nov.  7, 
the  voters  of  California  will  go  to  the 
polls  in  a  general  election  and  decide 
on  the  fate  of  the  most  controversial' 
gay  rights  issue  the  nation  has  seen. 
Voters  will  state  their  feelings  on 
Proposition  6,  the  so-called  Briggs  Ini¬ 
tiative,  which  calls  for  the  firing  of  all 
gay  school  workers  [see  further  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  Initiative  in  this  week’s 
GCN]. 

As  the  campaign  runs  down 
throughout  the  state,  those  against  the 
Initiative  have  been  heartened  by  a 
number  of  news  items.  The  latest  polls 
showed  a  major  shift  in  attitude  on  the 
Proposition.  The  poll  by  the  Mervin  D. 
Field  Associates  showed  that  in  late 
September,  those  in  favor  of  Prop.  6 
numbered  45%,  with  43%  against  the 
initiative.  Twelve  percent  remained  un¬ 
decided  [see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  13]. 

Briggs  Financial  Troubles 

Now  the  San  Francisco  based  Senti¬ 


nel  reports  that  the  Briggs’  campaign 
has  fallen  on  difficult  financial  times 
In  the  latest  financial  report  filed,  the 
Briggs’  forces  stated  that  they  have 
been  able  to  raise  only  $32,000  in  the 
past  three  months.  Briggs  had  spent 
over  $750,000  to  get  the  Proposition  on 
the  November  ballot. 

Meanwhile,  the  coalition  of  groups 
working  against  Briggs  has  collected 
over  $300,000  in  the  past  three  months. 
Don  Bradley,  leader  of  the  No  On  6 
Committee,  told  the  Sentinel  that  he 
was  encouraged  by  the  financial  re¬ 
ports.  “Briggs’  appearances  through¬ 
out  the  state  are  establishing  his  cam¬ 
paign  for  what  it  is  —  bigoted,  uncon¬ 
stitutional  and  an  out  and  out  grand 
slam  play  for  political  gain.  His  credi¬ 
bility  is  dropping  as  responsible  bi¬ 
partisan  legislators  and  community 
leaders  voice  their  disapproval  of 
Proposition  6,”  Bradley  said. 

The  Television  Campaign 

A  much-touted  television  campaign 


by  Briggs,  pushing  for  passage  of  the 
anti-gay  legislation,  has  not  yet  ma¬ 
terialized.  The  Sentinel  reports  that  no 
air  time  has  been  reserved  by  Briggs  on 
any  of  the  television  stations  in  the 
populous  southern  California  region. 

Steve  Bailey,  currently  the  campaign 
manager  for  the  Briggs’  forces,  told  the 
Sentinel  that  his  group  does  intend  to 
“go  with  a  television  campaign.” 

Bailey  said  the  television  commer¬ 
cials  have  already  been  produced,  but 
he  declined  to  give  any  details  about 
the  media  campaign. 

$50,000  Raised 

Meanwhile,  the  forces  against  the 
Briggs  Initiative  continue  fundraising 
efforts.  A  No  On  6  Dinner  held  in  the 
Fairmont  Hotel  in  San  Francisco  re¬ 
cently  brought  in  $50,000.  The  main 
speaker  at  the  event  was  actor  Edward 
Asner,  television’s  Lou  Grant. 

Asner  told  the  enthusiastic  crowd  at 
the  fundraiser,  “Our  world  would  be 
barren  without  the  gay  contribution 


and  being  here  is  the  way  I  can  repay 
the  gay  community  for  all  the  beauty 
they  have  given  our  lives.” 

Asner,  who  stated  that  he  believed 
that  Prop.  6  would  pass,  added  that 
people  should  “not  retreat  from  this 
battle.”  “Your  freedom  is  my  freedom 
.  .  .  and  it’s  only  the  first  battle.” 

Asner  called  the  Briggs  anti-gay  ef¬ 
fort,  “the  new  McCarthy  era  for  the 
entertainment  industry.” 

Closing  to  thunderous  ovation,  As¬ 
ner  said  the  time  for  persecution  “has 
fallen  on  gays  .  .  .  Don’t  retreat  from 
this  battle.  Your  freedom  is  my  free¬ 
dom.” 

The  fundraising  dinner  was  attended 
by  San  Francisco  Mayor  George  Mos- 
cone.  Board  of  Supervisors  President 
Dianne  Feinstein,  and  State  Assembly 
Speaker  Leo  McCarthy. 

Letters  of  support  were  received 
from  actress  Nancy  Walker,  and  enter¬ 
tainers  Carol  Burnett  and  Cher  Bono 
Allman. 


Frank  Hatch  vs.  Edward  J.  King 

Voters  Have  Definite  Choice  in  Mass.  Election 


By  David  Brill 

BOSTON  —  As  the  race  for  gover¬ 
nor  enters  its  final  days,  Massachusetts 
voters  have  become  more  and  more 
aware  of  the  stark  differences  between 
Democratic  candidate  Edward  J.  King, 
former  director  of  the  Massachusetts 
Port  Authority,  and  Republican 
candidate  Frank  Hatch,  minority 
leader  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
King  bested  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  in 
an  upset  victory  last  month,  while 
Hatch  outpolled  conservative  Repub¬ 
lican  Edward  F.  King. 

Democrat  King’s  stance  on  the  issues 
in  the  primary  campaign  —  anti-abor¬ 
tion,  pro-death  penalty,  mandatory 
sentences,  and  tax-cutting  measures  — 
has  changed  little.  An  aide  described 
King’s  supporters  as  “hate  groups”  in 
a  nationally-quoted  statement. 

Hatch  has  continued  to  describe 
himself  as  the  “voice  of  moderation” 
while  calling  his  opponent  an  “extrem¬ 
ist.” 

Liberals  have  flocked  to  Hatch.  The 
Massachusetts  Caucus  for  Gay  Legis¬ 
lation,  Citizens  for  Participation  in 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  One  person 
was  killed  and  12  others  were  injured  in 
an  early  morning  fire  on  Sept.  29  at  the 
Ellis  Street  Baths  here.  It  took  fire¬ 
fighters  a  number  of  hours  to  put  out 
the  blaze  which  apparently  started  in  a 
utility  room. 

According  to  The  Sentinel,  the  four- 
alarm  fire  caused  an  estimated 
$150,000  in  damages.  Some  114  fire¬ 
fighters  were  called  in  to  fight  the 
blaze. 

'  Nearly  two  dozen  people  were  in  the 
Ellis  Baths  at  the  time  of  the  fire  and 
they  were  helped  to  safety  by  fire¬ 
fighters  and  employees  of  the  baths. 

One  of  those  who  escaped,  Robin 
Anderson,  told  The  Sentinel  he  had 
“just  gotten  out  of  the  shower  and  was 


Frank  Hatch 


Political  Action  (CPPAX),  Americans 
for  Democratic  Action  (ADA),  most  of 
the  Massachusetts  Black  Caucus,  and 
Rep.  Barney  Frank  have  all  endorsed 
the  Beverley  lawmaker  in  what  has 


going  to  the  TV  room  when  I  saw  a  wall 
of  orange  flame,  almost  tangerine  in 
color.  I  yelled  ‘Fire!  Fire!’  and  people 
started  trying  to  get  out.  I  had  to  climb 
down  a  fire  escape  part  of  the  way  and 
then  waited  inside  until  the  firemen 
brought  me  out.” 

Fire  Chief  Andy  Casper  told  The 
Sentinel  that  it  appeared  smoke  de¬ 
tectors  in  the  Ellis  Street  Baths  alerted 
those  inside  to  the  fire.  Casper,  who  es¬ 
tablished  the  Gay  Fire  Safety  Task 
Force,  added  that  the  blaze  was  dif¬ 
ficult  to  fight  because  of  the  “double 
and  triple  ceilings  causing  difficulty  in 
moving  firefighters  around  inside.” 

Casper,  who  has  worked  to  increase 
fire  safety  in  gay  establishments  in  the 
city,  told  The  Sentinel  that  he  was 
thankful  only  one  person  died  in  the 


Edward  J.  King 


become  a  particularly  close  contest, 
according  to  latest  polls. 

King,  predictably,  has  garnered  the 
support  of  many  Republicans,  includ¬ 
ing  Lloyd  Waring,  former  chair  of  the 

Killing  One 

fire  at  the  Ellis  Street  Baths.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  fears  that  some  day  a  fire  in  a 
San  Francisco  bathhouse  would  take 
“dozens  of  lives.” 

Officials  in  San  Francisco  have  iden¬ 
tified  the  Ellis  Street  Baths  fire  victim 
as  65  year-old  Joseph  MacFarland. 
The  city  coroner  said  MacFarland  died 
from  smoke  inhalation. 

MacFarland’s  death  is  the  fourth  in 
a  bathhouse  blaze  in  the  past  19 
months  in  San  Francisco.  Two  people 
were  killed  at  the  Ritch  Street  Baths  in 
a  fire  in  February  1977.  Last  December 
another  person  died  in  a  fire  at  the  Cas¬ 
tro  Rock  Baths. 

In  May  1977,  nine  men  died  and  10 
others  were  injured  in  the  tragic  fire 
which  destroyed  New  York  City’s 
Everard  Baths. 


Republican  State  Committee,  as  well 
conservative  groups  like  the  Massacht. 
setts  State  Police  Association,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Police  Patrolmen’s  Association, 
and  Citizens  for  Limited  Taxation. 

What  About  Gay  Rights? 

Hatch  buttons  are  visible  in  most 
every  gay  bar  in  Boston.  The  Republi¬ 
can  nominee  has  sponsored  gay  rights 
legislation  for  the  past  three  years,  and 
has  acquired  high  ratings  from  groups 
such  as  the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts.  The  Ward  5  Demo¬ 
cratic  Committee  (Back  Bay-Beacon 
Hill  area  of  Boston),  which  has  a 
number  of  openly  gay  members,  has 
also  sent  out  letters  throughout  the 
ward  urging  residents  to  sir 
Hatch. 

King,  on  the  other  hand,  has  made 
few  efforts  to  attract  gay  support. 
Boston  Herald  American  reporter 
Cynthia  Cox  wrote  last  month  that 
King  “strongly  opposes  gay  rights 
legislation”  although  a  statement  from 
King’s  press  office  to  GCN  last  week 
would  appear  to  contradict  that. 

The  King  spokesperson  told  GCN 
that  King  is  “strongly  for  and  believes 
in  and  will  support  equal  opportunity 
for  all  people  based  on  their  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  a  job.”  Asked  about  Califor¬ 
nia’s  Proposition  6  and  gay  anti- 
discrimination  legislation,  the  spokes¬ 
person  said  that  King  “does  not  care  if 
you  are  gay  or  not,  as  long  as  you  can 
do  the  job.” 

It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  King 
strongly  attacked  former  Superior 
Court  Chief  Justice  Robert  Bonin,  and 
urged  him  to  resign  from  office  in 
April. 

Although  most  of  the  Democrat’s 
backers  hail  from  traditional  right- 
wing  groups  —  such  as  police  unions 
—  he  has  also  been  endorsed  by  Sen. 
Michael  LoPresti  (D-Boston)  as  well  as 
nearly  all  the  Massachusetts  Congres¬ 
sional  delegation,  which  has  been  rated 
the  most  liberal  in  the  country. 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

"When  a  man  is  arrested  for  burglary  and  goes 
before  a  judge  the  first  time,  he  probably  has  com¬ 
mitted  200  burglaries  and  not  got  caught.  So  the 
teacher  for  the  first  time  could  be  caught  despite 
the  fact  that  he  or  she  has  been  recruiting  children 
for  a  long  period  of  time.  ...  If  you  look  like  a  duck 
and  you  walk  like  a  duck,  in  my  opinion,  my  friend, 
you  are  a  duck.  If  you  have  a  proclivity  for  having 
sex  with  young  boys  or  people  of  your  own  gender, 
then  you  ought  not  to  be  put  in  a  position  where 
you  are  going  to  be  tempted."  —  California  State 
Senator  John  Briggs  in  an  interview  with  the  Los 
Angeles  Times'  Robert  Scheer. 

MCGL  INFORMATION  CHECK 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts  Caucus  for  Gay 
Legislation  (MCGL)  continues  its  voter  information 
effort  as  the  Nov.  7  statewide  elections  near.  MCGL 
will  be  going  into  bars  throughout  Boston  to  "offer 
patrons  the  information  they  must  have  to  vote 
wisely.”  The  organization  is  also  prepared  to  speak 
to  groups  and  at  club  meetings.  Interested  persons 
can  call  MCGL  any  evening  from  6  p.m.  to  9  p.m.  at 
742-4811. 

MCGL  has  announced  that  its  first  annual 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  Nov.  16  at  7  p.m. 
The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Old  West  Church, 
131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston. 

Elections  will  be  held  at  the  meeting  and  all 
members  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  proposed  by¬ 
laws  to  be  presented  for  adoption  at  the  meeting. 

UPDATE  ON  BODY  POLITIC 

TORONTO,  Canada  —  Canada's  leading  gay 
magazine/newspaper  The  Body  Politic  has  decided 
to  drop  an  appeal  to  the  courts  against  the  Canadi¬ 
an  Customs.  Customs  had  prohibited  entry  into 
Canada  of  a  male  sex  guide.  Men  Loving  Men. 

The  decision  was  made  to  drop  the  case  be¬ 
cause  the  collective  which  runs  TBP  "felt  it  had 
neither  the  time,  energies  nor  money  to  carry  on 
two  court  battles." 

The  Body  Politic  Collective  is  continuing  its 
battle  against  the  government  seizure  of  material 
during  a  police  raid  on  the  offices  in  December 
1977. 

"We  really  regret  having  to  do  this,"  collective 
member  Edward  Jackson  said,  "because  we  feel 
we  should  be  fighting  censorship  in  all  its  forms. 
But  it  was  clear  we  had  to  give  our  energies  to  the 
more  serious  criminal  charges  levelled  against  us." 

Meanwhile,  TBP  reported  that  police  have  re¬ 
turned  four  cartons  of  the  12  seized  during  the  raid 
on  the  offices.  The  material  was  returned  to 
attorney  Clay  Ruby's  office  last  month.  The  cartons 
returned  contained  copies  of  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex 
and  The  Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex,  and  some  out  of  date 
subscription  lists. 

ON  THE  ABORTION  FRONT 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Fifteen  civic  and  religious 
organizations  have  filed  a  friend-of-the-court  suit 
urging  the  U.S.  District  Court  here  to  reverse  the 
federal  policy  that  refuses  Medicaid  reimburse¬ 
ments  for  most  abortions. 

The  supporting  brief,  in  McRae  v.  Califano  was 
filed  on  behalf  of  the  American  Jewish  Congress, 
American  Ethical  Union,  American  Humanist 
Assoc.,  Americans  United  for  the  Separation  of 
Church  and  State,  United  Methodist  Church,  Cathol¬ 
ics  for  Free  Choice,  and  a  number  of  other  organ¬ 
izations. 

The  suit  said  the  groups  were  "unable  to 
accept,  as  consistent  with  religious  principles  and 
the  concept  of  a  democratic  society,  a  system  of 
law  under  which  one  church  or  a  number  of 
churches  —  whose  views  on  the  sinfulness  of 
abortion  are  not  shared  by  millions  of  their  own 
faithful,  and  much  less  so  by  others  —  can  utilize 
statutory  exceptions  to  achieve  by  force  of  poverty 
■heir  theological  ends  among  the  economically  dis¬ 
advantaged." 

MAC  CORMACK  ELECTED 

Robin  MacCormack,  a  board  member  of  the 
Gay  Business  Association  and  member  of  the  co¬ 
ordinating  council  of  the  Boston  Gay  Health  Col¬ 
lective,  was  elected  last  week  as  an  associate 
member  of  the  Ward  Five  Democratic  Committee. 
The  Committee  includes  Boston's  Back  Bay,  Beacon 
Hill,  Bay  Village,  and  Fenway  neighborhoods. 


GAY  SUPPORT  AND  HATCH 

BOSTON  —  With  the  gubernatorial  race  now 
"neck  and  neck"  between  liberal  Republican  Frank 
Hatch  and  conservative  Democrat  Edward  King, 
according  to  the  most  recent  Becker  Poll,  Dave 
Drolet,  co-coordinator  of  the  Massachusetts  Caucus 
for  Gay  Legislation,  urged  gay  rights  supporters  to 
"go  on  out  and  bring  in  the  victory  for  Mr.  Hatch 
and  the  gay  community."  Hatch  has  been  a  long¬ 
time  supporter  of  gay  civil  rights  legislation  as 
minority  leader  in  the  Massachusetts  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  poll  results,  announced  Wednesday, 
showed  King  having  gone,  in  a  month's  time,  from 
a  32%  margin  of  victory  down  to  3%,  with  15% 
undecided.  "Three  percent  is  the  margin  of  error," 
Drolet  added,  "and  if  every  gay  supporter  does  an 
hour's  work  for  Hatch,  or  helps  out  at  the  polls  on 
election  day,  we  can  make  the  difference  between 
a  1979  gay  rights  bill  signed  into  law,  or  one  that  is 
vetoed." 

REST  AREA  ARRESTS 

HOLYOKE,  MA  —  State  police  have  begun  a  24 
hour  patrol  of  a  rest  area  along  Interstate  91  here. 
Police  made  16  arrests  in  two  weekend  raids  on  the 
popular  cruise  area  and  stepped  up  their  surveil¬ 
lance  after  a  robbery  incident  at  the  rest  stop  last 
month.  The  16  arrested  were  charged  with  lewd 
and  lascivious  conduct. 

One  police  official  is  quoted  as  saying  that  the 
area  was  "becoming  well  known."  "People  would 
come  from  New  York,  Connecticut  and  the  eastern 
part  of  the  state.  We're  just  trying  to  get  them  out 
of  there,"  he  said. 

RAISING  $$$  AGAINST  BRIGGS 

BOSTON  —  The  Bar,  at  252  Boylston  St.,  re¬ 
cently  held  a  successful  benefit  to  raise  money  for 
the  Committee  of  100,000  Against  the  Briggs  Initia¬ 
tive.  The  Bar's  Gary  Dotterman  has  scheduled 
another  benefit  for  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  28,  at 
9:00  p.m.  The  donation  at  the  door  will  be  $1 .00  and 
the  evening's  special  guest  will  be  former  Air  Force 
Sgt.  Leonard  Matlovich. 

GAY  THEATRE  ALLIANCE 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  Gay  Theatre  Alliance 
has  been  formed  here  by  a  group  of  gay  theatre 
artists  to  "promote  gay  theatre.”  The  men  and 
women  involved  explained  the  need  for  the  group 
with  a  Statement  of  Purpose.  "Recognizing  the 
need  for  communication  and  support  among  gay 
theatre  artists,  a  group  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  joined  together  to  form  the  .  .  .  GTA  to  foster 
and  promote  the  development  of  gay  theatre.  The 
Alliance  is  open  to  all  people  who  seek  to  expand 
awareness  and  understanding  of  gay  lifestyles 
through  theatre." 

The  GTA  plans  to  represent  all  regions  of  the 
country  in  a  communications  network  providing  re¬ 
sources  and  information  to  theatre  companies, 
playwrights,  producers  and  all  individuals  in  gay 
theatre. 

Persons  or  groups  wishing  more  information  or 
who  might  want  to  join  GTA  should  contact  the  co¬ 
ordinator  in  their  region.  In  the  Northeast,  the  co¬ 
ordinator  is  Terry  Helbing,  51  W.  4th  St.,  Room  300, 
New  York  City  10012;  telephone  (212)  598-2597.  In 
the  Southwest,  the  contact  is  Deborah  Rose,  1801 
N.  Kingsley,  #206,  Hollywood,  CA  90027;  telephone 
(213)  464-2817.  In  the  Northwest,  contact  Allen 
Estes,  235  Page  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  tele¬ 
phone  (415)621-3911. 

WINTHROP  MURDER 

WINTHROP,  MA  —  Local,  Massachusetts,  and 
Rhode  Island  state  police  are  investigating  the 
murder  of  a  75-year-old  Winthrop  man  found 
beaten  and  strangled  in  his  Bowdoin  Street  apart¬ 
ment  on  Oct.  16.  Angelos  Spillios,  formerly  the 
owner  of  the  Crown  Linen  Supply  Co.  of  South 
Boston,  was  discovered  by  police  with  his  hands 
tied  behind  his  back  lying  on  the  bedroom  floor. 

His  apartment  was  checked  when  a  neighbor 
reported  that  he  had  not  been  seen  for  several 
days.  The  apparent  motive  was  robbery. 

Police  are  looking  for  two  alleged  transves¬ 
tites  in  their  mid-twenties  whom  the  victim  was 
seen  with  prior  to  his  death  at  the  Surf  nightclub  in 
Revere.  The  victim's  car  was  discovered  the  next 
day  in  Pawtucket,  R.I.,  and  a  cab  driver  there  told 
police  he  remembered  taking  two  "men  dressed  as 
women"  from  the  car  to  another  location  in 
Pawtucket.  Information  may  be  directed  to 
Winthrop  Police  Chief  David  Rice  a<  (617)  846-1212. 


NEW  FEMINIST  REVIEW 

ROCHESTER,  NY  —  A  new  national  publication 
will  appear  on  news  stands  on  Nov.  1.  The  New 
Women's  Times  Feminist  Review  is  a  supplement  to 
the  New  Women's  Times,  a  feminist  newspaper 
published  here  since  1975. 

The  opening  issue  of  the  Review  will  feature 
articles  and  reviews  by  such  writers  as  Erica  Jong, 
Gloria  Steinem,  Phyllis  Chester,  Grace  Paley, 
Marge  Piercy,  Shere  Hite,  Adrienne  Rich,  and 
others,  "in  celebration  of  the  abundance  of  litera¬ 
ture  growing  out  of  the  women's  movement." 

Special  prominence  will  be  given  to  books 
published  during  the  New  York  City  newspaper 
strike,  but  previously  published  works  "which  have 
been  neglected  or  misunderstood  by  the  estab¬ 
lished  press  will  also  be  re-evaluated  by  reviewers 
sympathetic  to  feminism." 

The  November  issue  of  the  New  Women's 
Times  with  the  book  review  supplement  will  be 
available  nationally  on  newsstands,  and  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  the  dual  publication  can  be  purchased  for 
$9  per  year  ($10  after  Jan.  1),  from  the  New 
Women's  Times,  1357  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester, 
NY  14618. 

GAY  NEWS  IN  SCOTLAND 

EDINBURGH,  Scotland  —  London's  Gay  News 
has  been  banned  from  the  Edinburgh  Central  Lib¬ 
rary  until  the  Scottish  laws  against  homosexuality 
are  changed.  The  decision  was  taken  at  a  meeting 
of  the  town  council's  Recreations  Committee  which 
oversees  the  library. 

There  was  some  debate  in  the  committee  that 
Gay  News  be  permitted  in  the  library  if  there  was 
sufficient  demand  from  the  public. 

The  matter  will  go  before  the  Edinburgh 
Council  where  a  final  decision  will  be  made. 

FESTIVAL  SEEKS  PLAYS 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  Philadelphia  Gay  Cul¬ 
tural  Festival  is  soliciting  manuscripts  of  one-act 
and  short  plays  with  themes  "reflective  of  or  rele¬ 
vant  to  the  experiences  of  lesbians  and  gay  men." 
The  plays  may  be  performed  at  the  1979  Festival. 

Plays  which  have  not  been  previously  pro¬ 
duced  on  a  professional  level  are  preferred. 

Manuscripts  may  be  sent  to  David  R.  Fair, 
Project  Director,  The  Philadelphia  Gay  Cultural  Fes¬ 
tival,  3601  Locust  Walk/C8,  Philadelphia,  PA  19104. 

Manuscripts  will  be  returned  on  request,  if 
sent  with  a  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope. 
Deadline  for  submission  is  Dec.  1 ,  1978. 

GAY  APPOINTED  IN  D.C. 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Clint  Hockenberry,  a  law 
student  who  is  active  with  the  Gay  Community 
Center  here  and  other  gay  organizations,  has  been 
appointed  to  a  citizens  committee  to  advise  the  DC 
government  on  health  care  planning. 

The  committee  is  officially  called  the  Statewide 
Health  Co-ordinating  Council  and  advises  the  Dept, 
of  Human  Resources  on  a  broad  range  of  matters 
affecting  health  planning. 

Hockenberry  was  named  to  fill  a  vacant  seat 
which  expires  this  month.  It  is  expected  that  he  will 
be  routinely  appointed  for  a  full  three  year  term. 

NGTF  BOARD  ELECTIONS 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  National  Gay  Task 
Force  has  announced  that  it  is  seeking  recom¬ 
mendations  from  NGTF  members  and  nonmembers 
from  around  the  country  for  persons  qualified  to 
serve  on  the  NGTF  Board  of  Directors. 

NGTF  is  interested  in  having  a  broad  range  of 
people  serving  on  this  board:  women  and  men  who 
are  active  in  the  gay  or  feminist  communities  and 
persons  who  have  particular  skills  or  backgrounds 
in  fundraising,  serving  on  other  boards  of  com¬ 
munity  or  national  organizations,  working  coopera¬ 
tively  over  long  periods  with  others  in  organiza¬ 
tional  contexts. 

The  Board  is  especially  interested  in  encourag¬ 
ing  Third  World  people  to  apply  to  achieve  a  better 
racial  balance  and  to  more  accurately  reflect  the 
make-up  of  the  country.  As  the  South  and  New  Eng¬ 
land  are  presently  under-represented,  people  from 
these  areas  are  also  especially  encouraged  to 
apply.  There  will  be  six  women  and  four  men  elect¬ 
ed  for  a  three-year  term  commencing  June,  1979. 

The  deadline  for  receipt  of  recommendations 
is  Jan.  10,  1979.  Anyone  wishing  to  submit  a  name 
(or  names)  for  consideration  should  request  a 
"nominee  application  form"  from.  Nominating 
Committee,  National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
New  York,  NY  10011.  (Please  enclose  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.) 
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Vermont  Police  Officials  Embroiled  in  Charges  of  Witch  Hunt 


By  John  Kyper 

MONTPELIER,  VT  —  Charges  of 
an  anti-homosexual  “witch  hunt”  in 
this  community  of  8500  have  surfaced 
recently,  during  a  bitter  exchange  be¬ 
tween  the  head  of  the  State  Police  and 
other  state  law  enforcement  officials. 

In  an  unusual  press  conference  on 
Friday,  Oct.  13,  Public  Safety  Com¬ 
missioner  Francis  Lynch  leveled  accu¬ 
sations  against  Attorney  General 
Jerome  Diamond  and  against  several 
local  police  chiefs.  He  accused  Mont¬ 
pelier  Police  Chief  Jerome  Franks  of 
wanting  to  go  on  a  “damn  fool  witch¬ 
burning  enterprise”  looking  for  homo¬ 
sexual  activities  at  Montpelier  High 
School  and  in  the  Vermont  Legislature. 
He  claimed  that  Franks  was  so  miffed 
when  his  request  was  turned  down  that 
he  has  not  contacted  him  except  to 
“harass”  him  when  they  meet  in 
public. 

Franks  challenged  Lynch’s  version 
of  the  request  and  charged  that  he  had 
refused  to  assign  a  State  Police  officer 
to  the  investigation  because  he  could 
not  be  in  control  of  it.  Other  law  offi¬ 
cers  who  had  accompanied  Franks  to  a 
meeting  early  this  year  in  Lynch’s 
office  also  denied  that  Lynch  had  ever 
characterized  the  proposed  investiga¬ 
tion  as  a  “witch  hunt,”  or  suggested 
that  it  might  be  viewed  as  such. 

Washington  County  State’s  Attor¬ 
ney  Gregory  McNaughton  stated  that 
the  request  had  grown  out  of  an  inves¬ 
tigation  then  proceeding  against  the 
Montpelier  Police  Department’s  juven¬ 
ile  officer,  Robert  Brevileri.  In  April 
Brevileri  pled  innocent  to  charges  that 
he  had  “fondled”  two  adolescent  boys 


on  three  separate  occasions  last  year 
[see  GCN  May  6,  1978). 

The  arrest  of  the  popular  officer 
stunned  the  adult  community;  how¬ 
ever,  students  at  the  high  school,  where 
Brevileri  had  taught  driver  education, 
seemed  neither  surprised  nor  disgusted 
by  the  charges.  Rumors  had  been  float¬ 
ing  around  the  school  for  over  a  year. 

Brevileri  had  been  under  investiga¬ 
tion  since  last  December,  when  allega¬ 
tions  had  been  made  by  a  third  youth 
who  had  been  arrested  on  an  unrelated 
charge.  Franks  had  numerous  youths 
interviewed.  On  one  occasion  he  went 
to  the  county  Youth  Services  Bureau 
and  demanded  that  they  produce 
names  of  four  youths  with  whom  Bre¬ 
vileri  had  had  sex.  The  bureau  refused. 

Sgt.  Mark  Paine  of  the  Winooski 
Police  Department  assisted  in  the 
undercover  investigation  of  Brevileri. 
“We  were  not  interested  in  going  into 
school,”  Paine  said,  “but  the  investi¬ 
gation  took  us  there.”  McNaughton 
said  that  the  request  for  a  broader  in¬ 
vestigation  came  about  after  a  voice 
stress  analysis  performed  on  Brevileri 
showed  “indications  that  he  was 
aware”  of  homosexual  activities  at  the 
high  school. 

Franks  said  he  had  sought  state 
police  assistance  because  ‘-‘we  were  un¬ 
covering  leads  that  led  outside  of  the 
city.  There  was  no  way  I  could  handle 
it.”  McNaughton  suggested  a  task 
force  of  state  and  local  police  working 
out  of  the  state’s  attorney’s  office  who 
would  complete  the  investigation.  A 
report  of  the  interviews  was  prepared 
and  presented  to  Lynch  prior  to  his 
meeting  with  the  law  enforcement  offi¬ 


cials. 

To  reporters  from  the  Barre-Mont- 
pelier  Times  Argus  and  the  Rutland 
Herald,  McNaughton  charged  that 
Lynch  never  read  the  report.  “Even 
after  I  spent  20  minutes  outlining  the 
case,  he  couldn’t  figure  out  why  we 
were  there.  He  didn’t  believe  what  we 
were  talking  about  was  a  criminal  of¬ 
fense.” 

Lynch,  however,  interpreted  the  re¬ 
quest  as  “a  shotgun  investigation  [of] 
generally  widespread  homosexual  ac¬ 
tivity  within  the  city  of  Montpelier  .  .  . 
in  the  Legislature,  [among]  teachers, 
government  agencies  and  on  the 
athletic  field.”  “I’m  not  interested  in 
private  morality,”  he  said.  “What  I 
am  interested  in  is  enforcing  the  laws  in 
the  state  of  Vermont.” 

(Brevileri  had  been  charged  with 
three  counts  of  lewd  and  lascivious 
conduct  with  a  child.  Consensual  adult 
sodomy  is  a  criminal  offense  in  Ver¬ 
mont.) 

But  control  of  the  investigation  was 
apparently  the  crucial  issue.  “He  told 
me  it  would  be  a  cold  day  in  hell,” 
alleged  McNaughton,  “before  he 
would  spin  off  one  of  his  men  for  an 
investigation  he  couldn’t  direct.” 
Lynch  admitted  that  he  might  have 
said,  during  the  meeting,  that  he  would 
not  cooperate  if  hewerenot  in  control. 

Lynch  has  frequently  been  involved 
in  controversy  in  his  14-month  tenure 
as  Public  Safety  Commissioner.  In  his 
press  conference  he  also  attacked  Bur¬ 
lington  Police  Chief  Robert  Abare, 
who  had  proposed  an  investigation 
into  organized  crime  in  the  Burlington 
area,  and  Winooski  Police  Chief  Roger 


Willard,  who  had  brought  a  secret  tape 
recorder  with  him  to  a  meeting  with  the 
commissioner  last  spring.  The  news 
conference,  Lynch’s  first,  was  in 
response  to  mounting  criticism  from 
local  police  oficials  that  he  was  pur¬ 
suing  a  policy  of  “parochialism  rather 
than  professionalism.” 

Lynch  and  his  critics  met  in  a  closed 
session  with  Governor  Richard  Snelling 
one  week  after  the  news  conference  to 
discuss  police  training,  which  has  been 
a  major  issue  of  dispute.  At  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  meeting,  Snelling  appealed 
to  them  to  settle  their  differences. 

When  asked  by  a  local  reporter  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  still  continuing  his 
investigation,  Chief  Franks  at  first  said 
he  was,  then  several  days  later  said  he 
was  not.  Attorney  Lynn  Haglund  of 
the  Vermont  chapter  of  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  expressed  con¬ 
cern  about  the  information  Franks  has 
collected.  Montpelier  has  little  visible 
gay  community,  and  she  felt  public 
opinion  is  behind  Franks. 

Officer  Brevileri’s  case  was  eventu¬ 
ally  settled  at  the  end  of  September. 
Although  his  attorney  had  exposed  nu¬ 
merous  contradictions  in  the  boys’ 
testimony,  Brevileri  agreed  to  plea- 
bargain.  One  charge  was  reduced  to 
simple  assault,  a  misdemeanor,  and  the 
other  two  were  dismissed.  He  pled  no 
contest  to  the  lesser  charge  and  re¬ 
ceived  indefinite  probation,  with  the 
stipulation  that  he  receive  counseling. 
It  was  feared  that  if  the  case  had  gone 
to  trial  and  Brevileri  was  found  guilty, 
the  judge,  who  had  recently  been  ap¬ 
pointed,  would  feel  under  public  pres¬ 
sure  to  sentence  him  to  prison. 


Boston  Legal  Resources  Group  Seeks  to  Change  the  Law 


By  Cindy  Stein 

BOSTON  —  A  new  organization 
founded  for  the  benefit  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  formed  in  Boston.  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(G.L.A.D.)  seeks  to  pool  together  the 
many  legal  and  legal-support  resources 
now  available  to  gay  people  such  as  at¬ 
torneys,  law  students,  legal  workers, 
administrators  and  fund  raisers,  in  or¬ 
der  to  provide  high  quality  legal  serv¬ 
ices  for  free,  in  cases  that  will  benefit 
the  community  as  a  whole. 

The  effort  was  largely  initiated  by 
Boston  attorney,  John  Ward,  who 
called  together,  on  Sept.  30,  a  meeting 
of  those  interested  in  such  an 
endeavor,  including  some  active  mem¬ 


bers  of  other  groups  in  the  community 
such  as  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  and  Gay  Community  News.  At 
that  meeting,  Ward  discussed  what  he 
saw  as  the  purpose  of  such  an  organi¬ 
zation,  namely,  “organized  commun¬ 
ity  outrage”  channeled  into  public  in¬ 
terest  litigation. 

Modeled  somewhat  after  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Civil  Liberties  Union,  GLAD  will 
take  on,  at  no  charge,  cases  which  will 
have  an  impact  upon  the  entire  gay 
community.  Ward  listed  a  number  of 
issues  in  which  GLAD  could  become 
involved  such  as  custody  and  visitation 
cases  (which  are  normally  expensive 
for  clients  because  they  entail  the  use 
of  expert  witnesses);  a  challenge  to  the 
laws  which  prohibit  consensual  sexual 


behavior  on  the  grounds  that  they  are 
discriminately  enforced  against  gays; 
attempts  to  procure  tax  money  for  gay 
programs;  attacks  on  discriminatory 
housing  and  employment;  and  police 
misconduct. 

At  the  recent  symposium  on  gay 
legal  rights  held  at  Hastings  College  of 
Law  in  San  Francisco,  Ward  and 
others  agreed  to  form  a  national  um¬ 
brella  organization  of  groups  such  as 
GLAD.  Since  the  issues  gay  people 
face  all  over  the  nation  are  similar,  the 
communication  of  resources  that  could 
be  achieved  through  such  an  umbrella 
organization  would  be  invaluable. 

As  for  GLAD  itself,  the  effective¬ 
ness  it  achieves  depends,  to  a  large  ex¬ 
tent,  upon  the  support  it  receives  from 


its  constituent  community.  Initially, 
fundraising  is  a  primary  consideration 
since  the  group  seeks  to  charge  no  fees 
to  its  clients.  Ward  has  donated  office 
space  to  the  group  and  an  attempt  will 
be  made  to  enable  GLAD  to  become 
tax  exempt,  which  will  entitle  it  to 
CETA  funds  for  employees  aJid  work- 
study  money  for  student  help.' 

At  its  recent  meeting,  a  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  was  selected  and  the  group 
agreed  to  take  its  first  case,  which  is  re¬ 
lated  to  the  arrests  of  men  in  the 
Boston  Public  Library  last  spring  for 
alleged  solicitation  and  involves  litiga¬ 
tion  against  law  enforcement  agencies. 

Any  inquiries  involving  GLAD 
should  be  directed  to  John  Ward,  2 
Park  Square,  (617)  426-2020. 


New  York  Demonstrators  Urge  Passage  of  Rights  Bill  —  Intro  384 


By  Harold  Pickett 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  On  Thursday, 
Oct.  12,  some  250  lesbians  and  gay 
men  demonstrated  at  City  Hall  to 
demand  immediate  hearings  on  and 
passage  of  Intro  384,  the  gay  rights  bill 
that  was,  that  very  morning,  assigned  a 
specific  date  for  hearings  in  the 
Council’s  General  Welfare  Committee. 

The  committee’s  scheduled  date  for 
hearings,  Nov.  8,  angered  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  (CLGR),  which  organized 
and  sponsored  the  demonstration. 
Coalition  spokespeople  maintain  that 
the  date,  which  is  the  day  after  Election 
Day,  was  chosen  in  a  political  move  to 
put  the  bill  at  a  disadvantage.  It  is  felt, 
for  instance,  that  there  will  be  a  greater 
difficulty  in  forcing  politicians  to  take 
a  position  on  gay  rights  when  the  City 
Council  issue  will  not  be  heard  until 
after  the  general  election. 

Proposition  6,  the  anti-gay  Briggs 
Initiative,  is  voted  on  Nov.  7  in 
California.  If  Proposition  6  should 
pass  in  that  referendum,  it  is  believed 
that  the  climate  for  a  gay  rights  bill  in 


New  York  will  be  negatively  affected. 

Also,  hearings  on  the  gay  bill  may 
attract  less  publicity  on  the  day  after  an 
election  when  the  news  media  is  focus¬ 
ing  on  and  examining  election  results. 

Intro  384,  which  would  prohibit  dis¬ 
crimination  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  jobs,  housing,  and  public  ac¬ 
commodations,  received  its  scheduled 
hearing  date  from  Committee  Chair¬ 
person  Aileen  Ryan,  who  has  consist¬ 
ently  opposed  gay  rights  bills  in  the 
past. 

Five  votes  supporting  the  bill  are 
needed  in  the  nine-member  General 
Welfare  Committee  to  pass  the  bill  out 
of  committee  and  onto  the  floor  for  a 
full  Council  vote.  At  this  point,  four 
committee  members  oppose  the  bill, 
three  support  it,  and  two  members  are 
said  to  be  wavering.  The  wavering 
members  are  Stephen  Kaufman  from 
the  Bronx  and  Theodore  Silverman 
from  Brooklyn. 

The  CLGR  demonstration,  which 
lasted  about  1  Vi  hours,  concluded  with 
a  rally  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Three  City  Council  members,  spon¬ 
sors  of  Intro  384,  briefly  addressed  the 


rally. 

Jane  Trichter  told  the  crowd,  “Some 
of  us  who  are  in  government  don’t 
believe  in  all  the  bullshit,  either.” 
Calling  the  gay  bill  “a  major  piece  of 
human  rights  legislation,”  Trichter 
said,  “I  stand  with  the  community  in 
support  of  this  struggle.” 

Henry  Stern,  another  sponsor,  said 
the  gay  issue  is  “a  cause  in  which  I’m 
proud  to  be  involved.”  Stern  promised 
that  he  and  other  sponsors  “will  work 
at  getting  the  swing  votes”  on  the 
committee. 

Council  member  Ruth  Messinger 
urged  everyone  to  continue  writing 
letters  of  support  and  to  pressure  the 
mayor  “to  put  his  all  behind  passage  of 
this  bill.” 

The  only  disruption  of  the  CLGR 
activities  occurred  during  Messinger’s 
speech  when  about  eight  members  of 
the  Spartacist  League  interrupted, 
using  their  own  bullhorn,  attempting 
to  focus  attention  on  their  political 
candidate  and  party  platform.  The 
crowd  quickly  began  a  chant  of  “Gay 
Rights  Now”  until  the  interruption 
stopped.  Speakers  then  continued. 


Other  speakers  at  the  rally  included 
spokespeople  for  CLGR  and  CLGR 
member  groups,  including  Comite 
Homosexual  Latino-Americano 

(COHLA),  Dignity,  Gay  Activists 
Alliance,  Gay  Independent  Democrats, 
Gay  Teachers  Association,  Gay  Youth, 
Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation,  Socialist 
Workers  Party,  college  groups  at 
Columbia  and  Hunter,  and  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  California  groups  working 
against  the  Briggs  Initiative. 

————— 

A  group  of  Boston  gay  businesspeople 
has  offered  a  $1000  reward  for  in¬ 
formation  leading  to  the  arrest  and 
conviction  of  the  person  or  persons  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  murder  of  Curtis 
“Dale”  Barbre,  who  was  found  shot  to 
death  in  Lowell  on  Feb.  2.  A  Middlesex 
County  Grand  Jury  is  presently  investi¬ 
gating  the  murder,  and  police  have  re¬ 
quested  the  assistance  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  in  the  investigation.  Informa¬ 
tion  may  be  sent  in  confidence  to  P.O. 
Box  8486,  Boston,  MA  02114,  or  call 
Inspector  James  Donohue  of  the 
Lowell  Police  at  (617)  453-0272. _ 
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EDITORIAL 

This  Is  Your  Battle 

California’s  Proposition  6,  the  so-called  Briggs  Initia¬ 
tive,  is  particularly  frightening  in  that  it  is  the  first  statewide 
electoral  challenge  to  the  civil  rights  of  gays.  Unlike  the 
proposed  ordinances  in  Wichita,  St.  Paul,  Eugencand  Dade 
County,  which  would  have  extended  rights  and  prohibited 
discrimination,  the  Briggs  Initiative  requires  discrimination. 

It  creates  a  potential  weapon  to  be  used  against  any 
dissident  —  anyone  who  steps  out  of  line.  It  destroys  the 
rights  of  unions  to  protect  workers  from  arbitrary  discrim¬ 
ination  and  threatens  gay  teachers’  rights  to  organize. 
Advocacy  becomes  grounds  for  dismissal. 

The  New  Right  has  persuaded  many  voters  that  the  way 
to  salvage  the  distressed  American  family  is  to  scapegoat  the 
ERA,  abortion  rights,  and  gays.  Proposition  6  will  do  more 
than  confirm  the  success  with  which  conservative  politicians 
can  exploit  these  social  issues.  This  initiative  will  eo  far  to 


restrict  the  civil  liberties  of  every  citizen  —  gay  or  straight. 

A  victory  for  gays  in  California  would  be  a  victory  for 
you  —  and  their  loss  would  indeed  be  your  own.  It  is  time  to 
transform  a  fragmented  movement  that  is  local  in  focus  into 
a  reasonably  unified  movement  that  has  a  national 
perspective.  We  must  begin  to  work  at  local  levels  for 
national  goals. 

Quite  distinct  from  geographical  divisions  are  the  divis¬ 
ions  which  exist  within  each  community.  We  are  a  diverse 
people  of  many  backgrounds  and  political  beliefs.  When  we 
have  a  common  cause  such  as  the  battle  against  Proposition 
6  we  must  seize  it  and  work  together. 

Polls  indicate  that  it  will  be  a  close  vote  on  Nov.  7. 
When  the  public  is  educated  on  the  issue,  they  vote  with  us. 
But  we,  you,  must  do  the  educating.  The  effort  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  most  notably  the  television  and  radio  commercials 
produced  by  the  anti-Briggs  forces,  has  been  effective  in 
persuading  voters.  They  have  reached  millions  of  people  and 
they  destroy  the  myths,  helping  people  to  realize  that  we  are 
engaged  in  a  common  struggle.  And  they’re  expensive.  An 
outreach  has  been  made  —  be  a  part  of  it. 

Contact:  A  United  Fund  To  Defeat  the  Briggs  Initia¬ 
tive,  1  United  Nations  Plaza,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published, 
but  names  will  be  withheld  on  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


angela  davis 

Dear  GCN, 

How  utterly  hypocritical  for  Angela  Davis  to 
speak  out  for  “the  rights  of  gay  people”  in 
California  (GCN  Quote  of  the  Week,  Oct.  7, 
1978).  As  far  as  I  know,  gay  people  are  still 
excluded  from  membership  in  the  Communist 
Party,  of  which  Davis  is  a  nationally  recognized 
leader,  and  Communist  Party  members  were 
responsible  for  the  recent  exclusion  of  Holly 
Near  from  the  World  Youth  Festival,  Havana, 
solely  on  the  grounds  of  her  lesbianism. 

And  while  1  have  this  piece  of  paper  in  the 
typewriter,  three  cheers  for  “Name  Withheld” 
of  Arlington,  whose  letter  (GCN,  Oct.  14)  was  a 
welcome  reminder  that  the  urban  gay  ghetto  and 
its  many  customs,  some  pleasant,  many  un¬ 
pleasant,  are  not  synonymous  with  “gay  libera¬ 
tion.” 

Yours  truly, 

Allen  Young 
Royalston,  MA 

matlovich  and  me 

Dear  Editor, 

While  on  vacation  my  mate  and  1  booked  into 
a  motel  just  so  we  could  watch  “Sgt.  Matlovich 
vs.  the  USAF.”  It  was  a£  if  I  were  watching  my 
life  story  on  television;  up  to  a  point  Matlovich 
and  I  shared  the  same  experiences.  1  was  a 
Catholic  at  one  time,  I  did  support  Goldwater 
and  Nixon,  I  spent  15  years  in  the  Air  Force,  I 
was  never  interested  in  girls  but  1  didn’t  admit 
that  1  was  gay  until  I  was  32.  However,  I  didn’t 
accept  my  gayness  as  Matlovich  did.  While  in 
Thailand  1  came  down  with  infectious  hepatitis 
and  spent  a  year  in  the  hospital,  which  gave  me 
plenty  of  time  to  think  .  .  .  and  to  turn  against 
myself.  In  the  end  I  took  an  overdose  of  pills  and 
spent  nine  more  months  in  the  Air  Force  hospital 
before  being  released  to  a  Veteran’s  Hospital 
— with  an  “Honorable  Discharge.”  There  were  five 
more  years  of  self-hatred  before  the  VA  hospital 
got  any  results.  They  worked  with  me  and 
encouraged  me  over  the  worst  moments  of  my 
life.  I  was  told  that  I  should  accept  myself,  that  if 
I  was  gay,  then  1  should  try  and  live  a  fulfilling 
gay  life  —  and  I’ve  won  the  battle.  The  point  of 
all  of  this  is  that  1  think  there  is  a  great  need  for  a 
National  Gay  Veteran’s  Association.  There  are 
many  veterans  who  have  gone  through  similar 
experiences  —  there  is  a  desperate  need. 

Sincerely, 

Paul  Johnson 
Upper  Montclair,  NJ 

Cuban  exile 

Dear  people: 

I  knew  that  I  had  done  the  right  thing  when  1 
decided  to  subscribe  to  your  publication.  Thank 
you,  thank  you  very  much  for  this  my  very  first 
issue! 

On  behalf  of  every  gay  individual  who’s  ever 
been  bound,  chained,  even  persecuted  and 
intended  for  annihilation  by  the  loyal  servants  of 
Marxism-Leninism,  RIGHT  ON,  ‘STEVE’!! 
For  every  tear  shed,  for  every  suffering  endured, 
for  so  many  existences  denied,  RIGHT  ON, 
“STEVE"!  1  lived  seven  years  ruled  by  the 
hammer  and  sickle,  indeed,  nothing  but  repres¬ 
sion. 

It  is  this  exiled  Cuban  lesbian’s  sincere  desire 
that  the  Red  Fraud  be  unmasked,  and  every  gay 
eye  be  opened,  that  each  and  every  one  of  us  may 
build  our  own  lives  upon  the  right  foundation. 

Gratefully, 

Lilliam  Escobar 
Hialeah,  FL 


when  the  moon 
comes  over  the 
mountain 

To  the  Editor: 

An  Open  Letter  to  Women  who  agree  with  the 
policy  of  Exclusion  of  Males  and  no  male  chil- 
care  at  the  Michigan  Women’s  Music  Festival: 

Sisters!  A  new  moon  has  brought  a  new 
message  to  our  Lesbian  Nation.  Everywhere  the 
words  must  be  spread:  The  only  women’s  space 
is  in  your  heads. 

In  struggle,  revolution,  love,  (monog.  and 
non-monog.)  theory,  practice,  until  the  day  when 
the  moon  comes  over  the  mountain, 

Mad  The  World  Is  Mad 
Beehunter,  Indiana 

oh  rita  mae! 

Dear  GCN, 

An  excellent,  objective  interview  by  Jill  Clark. 

Rita  Mae  Brown  has  indeed  become  a  contro¬ 
versial  figure  within  the  feminist  community  — 
and  for  good  reason.  Not  because  of  her  decision 
to  move  on  to  a  major  publishing  house  or  the 
annoying  habit  of  “tooting  her  own  horn”;  it’s 
more  likely  due  to  our  seeing  a  certain  hypocrisy 
in  her  words. 

Example:  though  Ms.  Brown  attempted  to 
employ  tact  when  she  denounced  Elaine  Noble, 
her  message  still  came  across  loud  and  clear. 
“Elaine  got  carried  away  with  herself,  running 
with  stars  and  sometimes  forgetting  where  she 
came  from.”  This  is  a  classic  example  of  the  pot 
calling  the  kettle  black. 

Yes,  Rita  Mae  would  have  us  all  believe  she’s 
just  plain,  simple  folk  who  wants  nothing  more 
than  to  “earn  enough  money  so  she  can  retire  to 
the  Blue  Ridge  of  Virginia.”  If  this  is  the  case 
why  did  she  say  in  the  Oct.  2  issue  of  Publishers 
Weekly  that  she’s  recently  purchased  a  home  in 
West  Hollywood  where  she  intends  to  settle 
down  and  write  screenplays?  Is  Hollywood  lo¬ 
cated  in  Virginia?  I  always  thought  it  was  in 
California. 

Also,  what’s  all  this  talk  about  Six  of  One 
coming  out  in  two  volumes?  Ms.  Brown  explains 
it  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  us  believe  that  this 
first  volume  is  merely  a  general  outline  and  that 
in  the  second  volume  she  plans  to  give  us  the 
details.  Is  this  a  developed  writer? 

Amused  and  bewildered, 

Joan  Lastrell 
Brookline,  MA 

questionable 

indeed 

Dear  Editor, 

Jill  Clark’s  interview  with  Rita  Mae  Brown 
was  a  good  piece  of  work.  It  was  insightful  and 
obviously  well  thought  out.  I  am  pleased  that 
GCN  devoted  so  much  space  to  the  article. 

However,  the  layout  of  page  eleven  was  in  very 
poor  taste.  To  print  an  interview  of  an  artist  and 
to  pan  the  artist’s  work  within  the  pages  of  that 
interview  shows  poor  judgment  at  best  and  un¬ 
professional  conduct  at  worst.  In  fairness  to  the 
subject  of  the  interview,  the  review  should  have 
been  placed  in  a  separate  issue  of  GCN. 

Your  lack  of  sensitivity  is  disheartening  and 
your  tactics  are  very  questionable  indeed! 

At  odds  with  you — 

Christine  Jones 
Providence,  RI 


gay  prisoners 

Dear  Editor: 

I  felt  it  necessary  to  supply  some  additional 
background  information  concerning  your  article 
on  Amnesty  International  (GCN  10/14/78). 

The  first  introduction  of  a  pro-gay  resolution 
concerning  the  acceptance  of  homosexuals  as 
“prisoners  of  conscience”  occurred  at  the 
Amnesty  International  conference  last 
September  in  Bad  Honnef,  Germany.  At  that 
time  the  Dutch  section  (with  support  from  the 
U.S.)  proposed  it  to  the  international  council. 
The  decision  of  the  council  was  to  refer  it  back  to 
the  International  Executive  Committee  for  more 
study  and  also  to  allow  more  time  to  collect  cases 
of  imprisonment  on  the  sole  basis  of  “sexual 
orientation.”  The  text  of  the  “referred”  resolu¬ 
tion  read: 

“The  International  Council,  considering  that 
certain  governments  imprison  because  of  sexual 
orientation  or  sexual  behaviour  between  con¬ 
senting  adults, 

“AFFIRMS  that  the  Amnesty  International 
considers  to  be  Prisoners  of  Conscience  persons 
detained  or  imprisoned  because  of  such  orienta¬ 
tion  or  behaviour  provided  that  those  persons 
have  not  infringed  the  human  rights  of  any  other 
person, 

“REQUESTS  the  International  Executive 
Committee  to  report  to  the  1978  International 
Council  on  the  various  ways  of  helping  this  cate¬ 
gory  of  Prisoners  of  Conscience.” 

It  should  be  clearly  noted  here  and  now  that  it 
was  generally  rumored  (and  stated  in  the  gay 
press)  for  a  year  now  that  Amnesty  International 
has  been  accepting  gay  and  lesbian  prisoners; 
they  aren’t.  The  compiling  of  information  con¬ 
tinues  and  hopefully  there  will  be  enough  proof 
for  next  year’s  conference.  Persons  working  in 
one  way  or  another  with  gay  prisoners,  should  be 
on  the  look-out  for  cases  of  discrimination  of 
this  type  and  contact  either  GAA  or  Amnesty 
International  NY  directly. 

Because  imprisonment  of  persons  just  because 
they’re  homosexuals  occurs  more  frequently  in 
countries  other  than  the  United  States  and  West¬ 
ern  Europe,  we  are  concerned  that  the  vast 
majority  of  gay  inmates  won’t  be  covered  by  any 
ruling  of  Amnesty  International.  This  is  to  say 
that  they  are  incarcerated  for  crimes  not  dealing 
with  their  sexual  orientation  (robbery,  assault, 
extortion  etc.)  but  because  they  are  gay  they  are 
subject  to  more  homophobia  abuse.  Abuse  that 
takes  the  form  of  verbal  harassment,  rape,  beat¬ 
ings,  and  outright  murder.  Gay  prisoners  have 
had  their  sentences  extended  unfairly  and  have 
been  denied  parole  until  they  “proved”  they  had 
changed  their  sexual  orientation  “and  gone 
straight,  therefore  becoming  decent  members  of 
society.”  Many  are  forced  to  endure  shock  drug 
"therapy”  by  prison  staff  to  get  their  release 
(luckier  ones  only  have  to  see  a  psychologist  con¬ 
tinuously  for  the  time  of  their  imprisonment  and 
sign  a  release  basically  saying  “I  am  now  hetero¬ 
sexual.” 

The  question  remains:  What  can  be  done  for 
these  forementioned  women  and  men? 

According  to  Romon  Hodel  of  Amnesty  Inter¬ 
national  NY  “ documented  cases  of  this  type  of 
abuse,  would  fall  under  our  statute  dealing  with 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment  which  covers  all 
prisoners.  And  it  is  most  probable  that  the  Inter¬ 
national  Council  would  have  to  accept  them.” 

Therefore  I  must  repeat  that  it  is  up  to  us  all  to 
discover  and  record  discrimination  etc.  waged 
against  our  sisters  and  brothers  for  Afmnesty 
International.  To  continue  pressure  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  famous  for  their  active  stand  in  support 
of  human  rights  to  include  jsutice  and  “human 
rights”  for  gay  people  everywhere. 

In  Gay  Unity  and  Struggle, 

Brian  O’Dell,  Chair 
N.Y.  Gay  Prisoner  Support 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  NY 
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BARNEY  FRANK 

IS  WITH 


THE  GAY  COMMUNIT 


Six  years  IfebjiptJr^in  Back  Bay,  Beacon  Hill,  Bay  Village,  and 
the  South  End  and  rfflway  elected  a  state  representative  who  made  no 
apologies  for  his iu|fbrt  for  gay  rights  and  promised  to  work,  as  a  state 
representative^^he  interest  of  the  gay  community. 

Barney  good  on  his  promises.  He  filed  the  first 

rights  legislatifnin  MassachSsetts  —  in  1973.  He  fought  against  entrap 
by  State  Police  officers  along  highways.  He  obtained  a  $40,000  grant  fro 
state  Department  of  Mental  Health  for  the  Homophile  Community  Health 
Service.  He  helped  convince  the  Suffolk  County  District  Attorney  to  end 
“hot-line.”  In  short,  he  has  been  where  we  have  needed  him,  whenever  we** 
have  needed  him  —  at  City  Hall,  the  State  House,  or  Boston  Police 
Headquarters. 

On  November  7,  voters  of  the  Eighth  Suffolk  District  will  again  have  the 
opportunity  to  return  to  the  State  House  a  most  diligent  voice  for  human 
rights.  for  re-election. 


hi 


for  by  the 
re  Barney 


Signed:  David  Brill 

Winthrop,  Mass. 
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Election  in  Massachusetts  Continued  from  Page  1 


Running-Mates 

Doubtless  much  of  this  improbable 
support  for  King  is  because  of  his 
running-mate,  Lt.  Gov.  Thomas  P. 
O’Neill  III,  son  of  the  U.S.  House 
Speaker.  The  younger  O’Neill  found 
himself  in  an  awkward  position  when 
Dukakis  lost  last  month’s  primary  elec¬ 
tion,  and,  in  fact,  did  not  even  offi¬ 
cially  endorse  King  until  three  weeks 
later.  (Since  1974,  candidates  for  gov¬ 
ernor  and  lieutenant  governor  have 
been  elected  as  a  “team”) 

Hatch’s  running-mate  is  Newton  at¬ 
torney  William  Cowin,  a  former  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Administration  and  Fin¬ 
ance  under  ex-Gov.  Francis  Sargent. 
Cowin,  the  only  Jewish  candidate  on 
the  statewide  ballot,  is  a  strong  civil 
libertarian,  and  made  a  number  of  pro¬ 
gay  statements  in  his  campaign  for 
state  attorney  general  in  1974. 

Noble’s  Support 

Rep.  Elaine  Noble  has  thrown  her 
support  behind  the  King-O’Neill  ticket, 
a  particularly  surprising  move  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  she  had  telephoned  a 
number  of  individuals  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  shortly  after  the  Sept.  19  pri¬ 
mary  to  voice  support  for  Hatch. 

However,  sometime  between  Sept. 
20  and  Oct.  5,  Noble  met  with  O’Neill 
and  later  wrote  a  five-page  memoran¬ 
dum  outlining  her  role  in  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  campaign  strategy.  (GCN  re¬ 


ceived  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  on 
Oct.  16,  although  it  could  not  be  con¬ 
firmed  in  time  for  last  week’s  issue.) 
Noble  has  since  said  that  the  memo  was 
authored  by  her  “staff,”  not  by  her. 

In  the  memorandum,  Noble  calls 
O’Neill  “our  only  hope”  and  says  that 
he  would  have  “input”  with  a  King 
administration.  She  chastizes  liberals 
like  Barney  Frank  and  Barbara  Acker- 
mann  as  “silly”  and  “embarrassed” 
and  suggests  that  “all  liberals  have 
opinions  on  everything  from  saving  the 
killer  whales  to  recycling  dog  manure 
for  energy  purposes.” 

She  told  O’Neill  that,  with  regard  to 
gay  organizations,  “I  have  no  doubt 
that  all  will  endorse  you,  if  you  want 
it,”  and  offered  to  hold  luncheon 
meetings  with  “the  liberal  gay  commu¬ 
nity  (business  men  and  women,  not 
crazies).” 

The  use  of  O’Neill  as  an  excuse  to 
support  King  seems  unrealistic,  given 
the  wide  ideological  disparity  between 
the  two.  While  O’Neill  did  note  in 
favor  of  gay  righ/s  legislation  during 
his  single  term  as  a  Cambridge  state 
representative,  the  constitutional 
duties  of  the  lieutenant  governor  (un¬ 
less  the  governor  dies  or  leaves  the 
state)  are  limited  to  convening  weekly 
sessions  of  the  Executive  Council,  of 
which  he  is  a  non-voting  member. 
Under  King,  who  developed  a  reputa¬ 


tion  for  dictatorial  management  during 
his  years  at  Massport,  it  is  feared  that 
O’Neill  would  have  even  less  input 
than  he  did  under  Dukakis. 

Noble  aide  Santa  Fareri  denied  a 
suggestion  that  Noble  was  searching 
for  a  position  in  the  King  administra¬ 
tion.  She  told  last  week’s  Boston  Phoe¬ 
nix,  “Elaine  is  job-hunting,  but  she’s 
not  hunting  in  the  King  administra¬ 
tion.” 

In  addition  to  the  Mass.  Caucus  for 
Gay  Legislation,  Hatch  has  also  been 
endorsed  by  the  Cambridge  Gay  Poli¬ 
tical  Caucus  and  Esplanade. 

Although  King  was  an  early  front¬ 
runner  in  the  race,  recent  polls  have 
put  the  contest  neck-and-neck,  due 
largely  to  the  huge  number  of  liberal 
Democrats  and  independent  moderates 
that  have  announcedfor  Hatch,  and  the 
conservative  Republicans  who  have 
bolted  from  their  own  party  nominee 
in  favor  of  King. 

Senate  Race 

The  other  statewide  contest  that  may 
have  a  substantial  effect  on  the  guber¬ 
natorial  race  is  the  race  for  U.S.  Senate 
between  incumbent  Sen.  Edward  W. 
Brooke  and  U.S.  Rep.  Paul  Tsongas. 
Brooke’s  problems  with  his  personal 
finances  have  led  to  an  inordinate 
amount  of  unfavorable  publicity  for 
the  nation’s  only  black  Senator,  which 
is  expected  to  lead  unusually  large 


numbers  of  black  voters  to  the  polls  on 
Nov.  7.  Voter  surveys  show  that  the 
race  between  Tsongas  and  Brooke  is 
just  about  even. 

Both  senatorial  candidates  have 
agreed  in  writing  to  sponsor  a  Senate 
version  of  the  federal  gay  rights  bill  if 
elected. 


DiCARA  OPPOSES  PROPOSITION  6 

BOSTON  —  Boston  City  Council 
President  Larry  DiCara  last  week 
announced  his  opposition  to  Proposi¬ 
tion  6,  the  so-called  Briggs  Initiative, 
which  would  authorize  Caifornia 
school  boards  to  discharge  teachers 
who  suppprt  gay  rights.  In  a  prepared 
statement,  DiCara  said,  “A*  hough  the 
issue  Is  currently  on  the  ballot  in 
California,  I  think  that  public  officials 
around  the  country  must  let  it  be 
known  that  we  will  not  accept  this  sort 
of  abridgement  of  individual 
liberties.” 

“As  president  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  and  as  a  person  who  has 
always  strongly  supported  gay  rights,  it 
is  my  duty  to  acknowledge  that  gay 
people,  just  like  everyone  else,  can  and 
do  make  productive  contributions  to 
society,”  DiCara  continued.  “Proposi¬ 
tion  6  is  but  another  hurdle  to  be 
overcome  on  our  way  to  creating  a 
society  based  on  true  liberty  and 
cooperation.” 
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The  Briggs  Initiative: 

How  Will  The  Courts  Rule? 


By  Cindy  Stein 

Studies  have  been  conducted  in  which  the  “average-person-on-the-street”  is 
read  portions  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  or  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  is  asked 
whether  such  statements  appear  constitutional  or  legal.  The  surprising  result  in 
many  cases  has  been  that,  not  only  do  citizens  not  recognize  the  origins  of  such 
material,  they  on  occasion  brand  it  as  in-American,  illegal,  or  Communistic. 
Tyranny  by  the  majority  is  a  sad  but  true  phenomenon  in  the  United  States.  It 
especially  needs  to  be  controlled  when  the  issues  at  stake  involve  constitutionally- 
protected  human  rights.  Individual  freedom  is  not  a  plaything  to  be  tampered  with 
on  election  day  by  those  who  harbor  irrational  prejudices. 

The  rights  of  gay  people  to  engage  in  their  chosen  lifestyle  and  still  work  in  a 
professional  capacity  are  seriously  at  stake  in  California.  The  gut  reaction  of 
many,  both  gay  and  straight,  is  that  it  is  wrong  to  leave  these  types  of  questions  to 
an  electorate,  whose  votes  are  often  won  or  lost  on  the  basis  of  the  amount  of 
money  a  particular  proponent  has  to  spend,  rather  than  on  the  substantive  value  of 
the  measure.  There  is,  however,  a  more  profound  question  presented  by  the  Briggs 
Initiative,  and  that  is  —  Is  the  average  person-on-the-street  once  again  being  asked, 
despite  his  or  her  proven  ignorance  of  the  contents  of  the  Constitution  (and  in  a 
forum  which  is  of  far  greater  consequence  than  a  public  opinion  poll)  to  proscribe 
behaviors  for  others  regardless  of  the  legality  or  illegality  of  the  proscription? 

If  the  Briggs  Initiative  is  passed,  then  political  scientists  will  no  longer  have  to 
conduct  studies  on  whether  the  public  can  recognize  the  Constitution  when  it  sees 
it.  The  election  results  will  be  real  life  documentation  that  it  cannot. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
hard-core  legal  ammunition  that  can  be 
used  to  counter  all  the  moral  fire  and 
brimstone  being  resurrected  by  the  pro- 
Briggs  people. 

What  the  voters  will  see  on  election 
day  will  be  a  short  summary  object¬ 
ively  stating  the  impact  of  the  initiative 
plus  a  sentence  on  its  fiscal  impact  on 
the  state  budget  (it  was  judged  to  be 
“very  costly”).  The  actual  text  of  the 
proposed  law,  which  if  passed  will  be 
incorporated  into  the  state  Education 
Code,  is  lengthy  and  is  written  in  legal- 
ese. 

The  Proposed  Law 

Section  1.  The  objective  of  the  ini¬ 
tiative  is  to  preserve  the  family  unit. 
The  drafters  pronounce  this  objective 
as  “one  of  the  most  fundamental  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  State.”  They  state  that  be¬ 
cause  schoolteachers,  teachers’  aides, 
school  administrators  and  counselors 
(hereinafter  referred  to  as  schoolwork- 
ers)  can  serve  as  role  models  for  school- 
children,  the  state  has  a  “compelling 
interest”  [a  phrase  used  in  constitu¬ 
tional  law  to  justify  restrictive  legisla¬ 
tion]  in  refusing  to  employ,  or  in  ter¬ 
minating  the  employment  of,  a  school- 
worker  who  engages  in  public  homo¬ 
sexual  activity  and/or  public  or  private 
homosexual  conduct  directed  at  or 
likely  to  come  to  the  attention  of 
schoolchildren  or  other  school 
employees. 

Section  2.  The  directive  of  the  initia¬ 
tive  [i.e.,  the  means  which  allegedly 
will  achieve  the  objective]  is  that  school 
boards  shall  refuse  to  hire  schoolwork- 
ers  if  the  boards  determine  that  the  ac¬ 
tivity  or  conduct  complained  of 
renders  the  person  unfit  for  service. 

The  drafters  herein  define  the  pro¬ 
scribed  behaviors: 

“homosexual  activity”  —  the  commission 
of  acts  defined  in  the  state  Penal  Code  (spe¬ 
cifically  anal  and  oral  copulation)  upon  any 
other  person  of  the  same  sex,  which  is  not 
discreet  and  is  not  practiced  in  private,  whe¬ 
ther  or  not  such  act  constitutes  a  crime, 
“homosexual  conduct”  —  advocating,  so¬ 
liciting,  imposing,  encouraging  or  promot¬ 
ing  private  homosexual  activity  directed  at 
or  likely  to  come  to  the  attention  of  school- 
children  and/or  other  employees. 

Section  3.  The  procedures  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  school  boards  are  described 
here.  They  include:  the  filing  of  written 
charges,  a  probable  cause  hearing  (with 
an  option  to  suspend,  if  the  determina¬ 
tion  goes  against  the  schoolworker),  a 
hearing  on  the  actual  charges  with  a 
finding  by  simple  majority  vote,  and  a 
written  decision. 

Four  factors  to  be  included  in  the  de¬ 
termination  of  “unfitness”  are: 

1)  the  likelihood  that  the  conduct  or 
activity  may  adversely  affect  students 
or  other  employees. 


2)  the  proximity  or  remoteness  in 
time  or  location  of  the  conduct  to  the 
employee’s  responsibilities. 

3)  extenuating  or  aggravating  cir¬ 
cumstances  evaluated  in  weighing  the 
evidence. 

4)  whether  the  conduct  included 
acts,  words  or  deeds,  of  a  continuing 
or  comprehensive  nature  which  would 
tend  to  encourage,  promote  or  dispose 
school  children  toward  private  or  pub¬ 
lic  homosexual  activity  or  conduct. 

A  finding  against  a  schoolworker 
shall  be  made  if  the  preponderance  of 
the  evidence  [the  usual  standard  in  civil 
cases  and  the  least  stringent]  shows 
that  s/he  has  engaged  in  the  proscribed 
behavior. 

These  rulings  are  subject  to  appeal 
into  the  state  court  system. 

Constitutional  Arguments 
Against  Briggs 

I.  The  Initiative  Is 
Unconstitutionally  Vague 

Vagueness  in  constitutional  law 
simply  means  that  those  who  are  to  be 
kept  within  a  given  law  are  unable  to 
understand  its  command  and  so  cannot 
conform  to  it.  The  question  here  is 
what  standard  of  conduct  are  school- 
workers  to  follow  under  the  initiative? 
Well,  the  law  states  that  they  cannot 
engage  in  homosexual  activity  which  is 
in  public  and  is  indiscreet.  What  degree 
of  privacy  will  make  the  activity  “dis¬ 
creet”?  The  initiative  does  not  say.  It 
does  not  clarify  whether  an  act  which 
took  place  in  the  privacy  of  one’s  home 
would  be  indiscreet  if  others  later 
learned  of  it;  it  does  not  clarify  whe¬ 
ther  inferences  of  homosexual  activity, 
concluded,  for  example,  if  two  female 
teachers  are  seen  in  their  own  neighbor¬ 
hood  holding  hands  and  then  retiring 
for  the  night  to  the  same  apartment, 
are  indiscreet  acts. 

Discretion,  unfortunately,  is  left  to 
the  determination  of  the  individual 
who  registers  the  complaint  and  to  his 
or  her  credibility  in  front  of  the  school 
board. 

A  much  greater  constitutional  prob¬ 
lem  lies  with  the  phrase  “homosexual 
conduct”  and  its  stated  definition. 
“Conduct”  here  simply  means  speech. 
This  is  illustrated  by  the  verbs  which 
comprise  the  drafters’  ideas  of  “con¬ 
duct.”  For  example,  Black's  Law  Dic¬ 
tionary,  Revised  4th  Edition,  defines 
“to  advocate”  as  “to  support,  vindi¬ 
cate,  or  recommend  publicly”  and  “to 
promote”  as  “to  contribute  to  growth, 
enlargement  or  prosperity  of;  to  for¬ 
ward;  to  further;  encourage,  to  ad¬ 
vance.”  Clearly  the  initiative  involves 
restrictions  on  speech  and  on  associa- 
tional  activity,  two  highly  safeguarded 
First  Amendment  rights.  And  what 


forms  of  speech  that  are  likely  to  come 
to  the  attention  of  school  children  or 
employees  are  prohibited?  The 
initiative  is  silent  here,  so  we  must 
conclude  that  schoolworkers  have  been 
given  no  standards  of  “conduct”  in 
this  area.  Presumably,  a  schoolworker 
could  be  dismissed  because  s/he  dis¬ 
cussed  homosexuality  with  another 
schoolworker  in  the  privacy  of  his  or 
her  own  home. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  anal¬ 
yzed  restrictive  legislation  in  a  similar 
way.  In  a  case  originating  from 
Florida,  Cramp  v.  Board  of  Public  In¬ 
struction,  a  teacher  refused  to  take  an 
oath  that  he  had  never  “knowingly  lent 
support,  aid,  advice,  counsel,  or  influ¬ 
ence  to  the  Communist  Party.”  In 
1961,  the  Supreme  Court  struck  down 
the  oath  because  it  was  constitutionally 
vague  in  its  definition  of  the  proscribed 
behavior.  “Support,  aid,  advice, 
counsel  or  influence,”  the  Court  said, 
could  include  the  act  of  voting  for  a 
Communist  candidate,  defending  the 
party  or  its  members  in  court,  defend¬ 
ing  the  party’s  Constitutional  rights  in 
a  newspaper  article,  or  simply  sup¬ 
porting  a  candidate  or  a  cause  knowing 
that  it  had  party  support.  “The  very 
absurdity  of  these  possibilities  brings 
into  focus  the  extraordinary  ambiguity 
of  the  statutory  language.” 

The  lack  of  precise  standards  to 
define  the  proscribed  behaviors  can 
lead  to  arbitrary  and  erratic  enforce¬ 
ment  by  school  boards.  These  bodies 
are  forced  to  consider  whether  the 
conduct  of  a  schoolworker  will  encour¬ 
age  or  promote  a  child  to  engage  in 
homosexual  activity.  So  now,  the 
Briggs  Initiative  has  added  one  more 
actor  to  the  cast  of  those  who  are 
trying  to  figure  out  the  “causes”  of 
homosexuality.  If  those  trained  in  psy¬ 
chology,  sociology  and  biology  have 
not  been  able  to  determine  “causation” 
(definitely,  none  have  isolated  one 
single  factor  which  determines  sexual¬ 
ity),  how  can  local  politicians  whose 
specialty  is  the  administration  of  edu¬ 
cation  (and  not  even  that  in  every  case) 
be  put  in  such  a  position  and  be  given 
such  an  unanswerable  question? 

Finally,  the  Supreme  Court  has 
determined  that  laws  are  unconstitu¬ 
tionally  vague  if  they  cast  a  “chilling 
effect”  upon  the  First  Amendment 
rights  of  those  for  whom  they  are 
written.  That  is  to  say,  the  vague  di¬ 
rectives  of  the  Briggs  Initiative,  if 
passed,  could  potentially  inhibit 
schoolworkers  in  the  exercise  of  their 
constitutionally  protected  rights  of  free 
speech  and  association  because  the  law 
sets  forth  no  clear  statement  of  what 
behaviors  are  to  be  punished  and  what 
behaviors  are  to  be  allowed.  As  the 
Supreme  Court  stated  in  the  case  of 
Keyishian  v.  Board  of  Regents  in  1967, 

“it  would  be  a  bold  teacher  who  would  not 
stay  as  far  as  possible  from  utterances  or 
acts  which  might  jeopardize  his  [/her] 
living  by  enmeshing  him  [/her]  in  this  intri¬ 
cate  machinery  .  .  .  The  result  must  be  to 
stifle  that  free  play  of  the  spirit  which  all 
teachers  ought  especially  to  cultivate  and 
practice.” 

1 1 .  The  Initiative ’s  Proscriptions 
Are  Overlybroad 

The  technical  term  “overlybroad”  is 
used  to  indicate  that  the  means  the  law 
employs  to  achieve  its  stated  objectives 
prohibits  certain  behaviors  by  certain 


individuals  which  need  not  be  prohib¬ 
ited  by  the  law.  The  objective  here  is  to 
ensure  schoolchildren  against  believing 
certain  ideas  or  from  engaging  in  cer¬ 
tain  behaviors  so  that  they  will  carry  on 
in  a  tradition  which  will  preserve  the 
family  unit.  However,  the  initiative 
would  punish  two  gay  schoolworkers 
who  consensually  associate  with  each 
other,  since  the  behaviors  of  each  will 
come  to  the  attention  of  the  other!  This 
possible  prohibition  is  not  at  all  related 
to  the  stated  ends  of  the  initiative. 

III.  The  Initiative  Compels  Allegiance 
to  a  State-Defined  Moral 

In  1977,  the  Supreme  Court  rejected 
a  New  Hampshire  law  which  compelled 
every  motorist  to  display  the  statement 
“live  free  or  die.”  In  the  case  of  Wool- 
ley  v.  Maynard,  the  Court  said  that  “a 
state’s  interest  in  disseminating  an 
ideology  does  not  outweigh  a  First 
Amendment  right  to  not  want  to  carry 
the  message.”  The  value  involved  in 
the  Briggs  Initiative,  the  sanctity  of  the 
family  unit,  however  desirable  it  may 
be  to  some,  is  still  a  social  and  moral 
imposition  on  an  individual  school- 
worker,  who  is  given  the  leeway  to 
condemn  homosexuality,  but  not  to 
approve  of  it.  Such  a  “dual  standard” 
in  academics,  with  respect  to  the 
content  of  free  speech,  has  been  con¬ 
demned  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

IV.  The  Initiative  Seeks  to  Single-Out 
Gays  and  Thus  Denies  Them  Equal 
Protection  Under  the  Law. 

The  Briggs  Initiative  is  not  only  over- 
inclusive,  as  described  above,  it  is  also 
under-inclusive  in  the  achievement  of 
its  stated  objective.  Preservation  of  the 
family  unit  could  also  be  “ensured”  if 
schoolboards  were  to  prohibit  public 
and  indiscreet  behavior  and  spoken  ap¬ 
proval  of  divorce,  celibacy  and  the  life¬ 
style  of  living  as  an  unmarried  hetero¬ 
sexual. 

It  is  clear  that  the  stated  objective  is 
a  sham.  What  the  initiative’s  support¬ 
ers  actually  seek  to  accomplish  is  a 
purge  of  all  homosexuals  from  the 
state’s  schools.  The  courts  have 
stricken  down  many  laws  which  im¬ 
plicitly  seek  to  discriminate  against  one 
group,  although  the  expressly  stated 
purpose  may  not  so  indicate.  The 
courts  look  beyond  the  egalitarian¬ 
sounding  language  and  examine  how 
the  law  has  actually  been  enforced. 

The  laws  which  now  exist  in  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Education  Code  provide  for  the 
dismissal  of  both  those  convicted  of 
felonies  [e.g.,  sodomy,  solicitation] 
and  those  “engaging  in  immoral 
conduct  resulting  in  a  reduction  of  the 
ability  to  perform.”  Why  should 
homosexuality  be  further  delineated  if 
certain  “dangers”  have  already  been 
provided  for?  The  answer  is  that  the 
law  will  be  selectively  enforced  to  elim¬ 
inate  gays  from  the  school  system.  It 
would  not  be  too  difficult  for  a  court 
to  see  this. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  the 
state  and  federal  courts  construe  the 
Briggs  Initative  should  it  be  passed. 
The  above  outline  of  the  major  legal 
issues  and  objections  it  brings  forth  is 
illustrative  of  the  type  of  court  battles 
which  may  ensue. 

Hopefully,  on  Election  Day,  the 
voters  of  California  will  render  all  of 
the  above  moot. 


" Preservation  of  the  family  could  also  be  ' ensured ’  if 
schoolboards  were  to  prohibit  public  and  indiscreet 
behavior  and  spoken  approval  of  divorce,  celibacy 
and  the  lifestyle  of  living  as  an  unmarried  hetero¬ 
sexual.  ” 
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Unions  Oppose  Briggs 


By  Christopher  Garten 

With  the  Briggs  Initiative  (Proposition  6  on  the  ballot)  coming  up  for  a  vote  in 
California  in  two  weeks,  it  is  encouraging  to  lesbians  and  gays  that  labor  unions 
are  banding  together  to  defeat  Proposition  6  and  that  national,  state  and  local 
teachers’  unions  have  increased  their  consciousness  about  human  rights  over  the 
past  five  years.  But  it  is  also  clear  that  the  specific  issue  of  sexual  preference  and 
lifestyle  sits  way  in  the  back  of  the  union  hall,  seemingly  hidden  behind  pay 
increases,  benefits,  work  hours  and  other  traditional  union  issues.  And  even  when 
the  unions  back  lesbian  and  gay  school  workers,  how  effective  is  this  support 
against  the  local  school  boards,  which  set  personnel  policy  and  have  the  power  to 


hire  and  fire? 

“Virtually  all  labor  unions  support 
No  On  6,”  said  Peter  Scott,  spokesper¬ 
son  for  this  California  committee  to 
defeat  Proposition  6,  “except  three: 
some  local  Deputy  Sheriffs’  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Calif.  Republican  Assembly, 
one  of  the  most  reactionary  Republic¬ 
an  groups,  and  the  American  Nazi 
Party.”  A  partial  listing  of  unions  and 
other  large  groups  against  Prop.  6 
includes:  CA  Democratic  Party,  CA 
Young  Republicans,  National  Lawyers 
Guild,  American  Postal  Workers,  CA 
Fed.  of  Teachers,  CA  State  AFL-CIO, 
CA  Teachers  Assn.  Int’l  Sister- 
brotherhood  of  Teamsters,  Longshore- 
persons  and  Warehousepersons  Assoc. 
Int’l,  United  Auto  and  Aerospace 
Workers,  United  Farm  Workers, 
League  of  Women  Voters,  Union  of 
Amer.  Hebrew  Congregations,  Actor’s 
Equity  Assoc.,  CA  Nurses’  Assoc. 
Reg.  12,  Campaign  for  Economic 
Democracy,  Mental  Health  Assoc,  of 
CA,  Nat’l  Assoc,  of  Social  Workers, 
Office  and  Profess.  Employees  and  the 
Chinese  and  Amer.  Democratic  Club. 

Scott  claims  a  dramatic  shift  in  the 
polls  in  the  last  month  against  Prop.  6. 
“Most  polls,”  he  said,  “indicate  it  will 
be  defeated  by  anywhere  from  2  to  15 
points,  but  our  best  evaluation  is  a 
toss-up.  With  heavy  voter  turnout, 
however,  our  chances  to  defeat  Prop.  6 
are  better.” 

According  to  Scott,  No  On  6  has 
enjoyed  some  of  the  most  successful 
fundraising  of  any  gay  community  or¬ 
ganization.  “No  On  6,”  he  said,  “has 
received  substantial  financial  contribu¬ 
tions  from  the  teachers’  unions  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  the  AFL-CIO  is  doing  a  huge 
mailing  to  members  urging  them  to 
defeat  Prop.  6.  Stars  have  helped, 
too,”  he  added,  attributing  partial  suc¬ 
cess  (over  $100,000)  of  a  recent  fund¬ 
raising  dinner  to  Burt  Reynolds  playing 
Master  of  Ceremonies.  “Our  emphasis 
now,”  continued  Scott,  “is  on  media 
saturation.  While  we  are  concentrating 
mostly  on  radio  and  TV,  we  will  add  to 
our  print  advertising  with  additional 
funds,  which  are  needed  and  re¬ 
quested.”  (Send  your  contributions  to 
No  On  6,  5106  Wilshire,  Los  Angeles, 
CA  90036). 

There  are  two  national  teachers’ 
unions,  the  American  Federation  of 
Teachers  (AFT),  the  union  of  Boston 
Public  School  teachers,  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Education  Association  (NEA), 
parent  union  of  the  Massachusetts 
Teachers  Association  (MTA)  to  which 
most  Massachusetts  teachers  belong. 
According  to  Dr.  Tom  Reeves,  union 
activist,  the  two  national  unions  are 
competitive.  “While  NEA  began  as  the 
more  professional,  from  their  stand¬ 
point,  and  didn’t  really  consider  them¬ 
selves  a  labor  union,  and  the  AFT 
began  as  the  more  militant,  I  would 
consider  the  MTA  the  more  militant 
and  issue-oriented  here  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,”  said  Reeves. 

The  AFT,  the  larger  of  the  two  na¬ 
tional  teachers  unions,  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  in  their  Aug.  ’78  convention  put 
forth  by  Jim  Ballard,  Vice-Pres.  of 
AFT  and  Pres,  of  the  San  Francisco 
affiliate,  that  reaffirmed  that  resolu¬ 
tion  passed  by  the  national  AFT  in 
1973.  Titled  “Opposition  to  the  Briggs 
Initiative,”  it  denounced  punitive  ac¬ 


tion  against  teachers  for  behavior  in 
their  private  lives;  emphasized  that  if 
passed,  Prop.  6  would  violate  the  ’73 
AFT  resolution;  and  put  AFT  on 
record  against  Prop.  6  on  this  Novem¬ 
ber’s  ballot. 

But  a  high-level  source  has  indicated 
that  AFT  could  be  much  more  involved 
against  the  Briggs  issue.  This  person 
characterized  the  union’s  position  as 
correct  on  the  issue,  but  not  aggressive 
enough. 

And  according  to  New  York  Gay 
Teachers’  Association  spokesperson 
Meryl  Friedman,  the  AFT  passed  this 
resolution  “to  make  people  feel 
good.”  Characterizing  the  union’s  ac¬ 
tion  as  “doing  as  little  as  possible”, 
she  pointed  out  it  “did  not  mention  the 
word  homosexual  and  in  my  opinion 
was  passed  mainly  to  protect  union 
members’  job  security.”  “But,”  Fried¬ 
man  continued,  “just  the  fact  that 
Prop.  6  is  going  to  be  on  the  ballot, 
every  city  in  the  U.S.  is  threatened  with 
their  taking  away  our  freedom  of 
speech.” 

Friedman  claims  there  has  “  defin¬ 
itely  been  progress.”  Through  contacts 
and  meetings,  the  Gay  Teachers  Assoc, 
has  filled  her  prescription  for  other 


such  activist  groups  :  “constant  con¬ 
nection  and  recognition.”  She  said  of 
the  GTA’s  participation  in  AFT’s 
August  convention,  “we’re  pleased 
with  the  progress.”  While  recognizing 
the  problems  of  coming  out  in  small 
towns  and  rural  areas,  Friedman  said 
“the  best  means  of  insuring  non-dis¬ 
crimination  is  for  those  teachers  who 
can,  especially  in  big  cities,  to  come 
out.” 

According  to  Peter  Laarman,  Public 
Affairs  Director  for  AFT  in  Washing¬ 
ton  D.C.,  “gay  rights  was  a  major 
issue  before  the  Aug.  ’78  AFT  Conven¬ 
tion.”  He  cited  three  resolutions  which 
failed  to  get  beyond  the  Human  Rights 
and  Community  Relations  Committee, 
and  attributed  their  failure  to  “the 
more  general  right  to  privacy  that 
would  protect  all  teachers,  regardless 
of  sexual  preference.” 

Regarding  Prop.  6,  Laarman  stated 
that  the  teachers  have  “fought  for  a 
long  time  for  due  process  and  for  aca¬ 
demic  freedom:  Prop.  6  attacks  both. 
Who’s  next,”  he  asks,  “in  terms  of  at¬ 
tacks  for  political  affiliation,  and  a 
whole  list  of  attempts  to  make  workers 
surrender  their  First  Amendment  rights 
at  the  door  of  the  workplace?”  But 
with  apparent  pleasure,  he  announces 
that  “most  local  unions  of  AFT  have 
already  passed  resolutions  containing  a 
sexual  preference  clause;  the  union  it¬ 
self,  to  set  the  example,  does  not  dis¬ 
criminate  in  its  personnel  policies  ac¬ 
cording  to  sexual  preference/lifestyle. 


In  Massachusetts  the  state  chapter  of 
NEA,  the  Massachusetts  Teachers  As¬ 
sociation  (MTA),  according  to  its  Pub¬ 
lic  Relations  Director  Elvin  Benjamin, 
“has  not  taken  a  stand,  has  not  singled 
out  lesbians  and  gays.  We  are  very 
strong  on  everyone’s  right.”  Benjamin 
mentioned  the  newly-formed  Gay  Cau¬ 
cus  of  MTA.  About  Prop.  6,  he  said: 
“I  cannot  comment  upon  the  Briggs 
Init.  because  I  haven’t  read  it.”  But  he 
emphasized  that  the  MTA  “stands  be¬ 
hind  our  members.  If  anyone  were 
fired,  we  would  back  their  constitu¬ 
tional  and  individual  rights.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  singling  out  gays  —  we 
would  do  this  for  any  MTA  member.” 

Tom  Hutchinson,  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  MTA 

Gay  Teachers  Caucus  said  that  the 
present  status  of  the  caucus  is  merely 
“that  we  exist  since  the  MTA  by-laws 


do  not  recognized  caucuses.”  He  was 
recently  appointed  to  the  MTA  Resolu¬ 
tion  Committee.  “They  didn’t  tell 
me,”  he  said,  “it  was  because  of  my 
Gay  Caucus  affiliation  or  because  I  am 
a  gay  man,  but  the  position  does  pro¬ 
vide  me  with  one  vote  and  with  ac¬ 
cess.”  Hutchinson  described  the  Gay 
Caucus  objectives  as  two-fold:  “to 
provide  support  and  information  for 
gay  faculty  and  to  persuade  MTA  to 
pass  a  sexual  preference  resolution.” 
Outlining  his  role,  he  said  “union  pos¬ 
sibilities  to  improve  rights  of  gay  peo¬ 
ple  are  important  possibilities.  If 
unions  support  gay  teachers  by  their 
actions,  and  not  just  by  passing  resolu¬ 
tions,  they  can  prevent  discrimination. 
Prop.  6,  for  example,  would  make  it 
possible  for  any  teacher,  whether  gay 
or  straight,  to  be  accused  of  being  gay. 
Evert  better  than  union  support,”  he 
continued,  “would  be  a  law  on  the 
books,  but  as  we  know,  laws  can  be 
overturned.  On  the  other  hand,”  he 
said,  “the  chances  of  a  state  writing  a 
law,  such  as  Prop.  6,  that  could  be  up¬ 
held  as  constitutional  are  very  small. 
But  the  risks,  if  passed,  are  very  high: 
if  10%  of  all  union  members  are  afraid 
of  exposure,  they  can’t  be  fearless  of 
going  on  picket  lines  to  fight  for  other 
union  demands.” 

Dr.  Tom  Reeves,  a  faculty  member 
of  a  community  college  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  is  the  school’s  union  representa¬ 
tive,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  and  Board  of  Di¬ 


rectors  of  the  union  —  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Community  College  Council 
(MCCC),  containing  about  1500  facul¬ 
ty  members  of  community  colleges  in 
the  state.  “It  is  significant,”  Reeves 
noted  “that  I  was  elected  to  these  state¬ 
side  offices  after  much  publicity 
related  to  my  work  with  the  Boston/ 
Boise  Committee  and  after  I  was  iden¬ 
tified  through  the  media  as  a  gay 
leader  and  activist.” 

He  described  MCCC  as  “one  of  the 
most  successful  state  unions,”  citing  a 
recent  strike  action  which  brought  a 
24%  pay  increase.  There  is  no  problem 
about  gay  teachers  in  MCCC,  he  said, 
“even  though  the  union  hasn’t  yet 
passed  any  resolutions  concerning  les- 
bian/gay  rights.  There  is  not  time  now 
to  pass  such  a  resolution  before  the 
Nov.  elections.”  He  also  described 
MCCC  as  a  “fairly  militant  com¬ 
ponent  of  MTA,  more  so  than  the 
union  as  a  whole”  citing  its  passage  of 
resolutions  on  behalf  of  the  J.P.  Stev¬ 
ens  workers  and  for  majority  rights  in 
South  Africa.  He  listed  some  of  the 
Massachusetts  unions  that  have  passed 
gay  rights  resolutions:  Amalgamated 
Meatcutters,  “interestingly  enough,” 
he  added,  “and  the  ILGWU,  the  Hos¬ 
pital  Workers  and  the  Restaurant  and 
Hotel  Workers  unions.  Unlike  MTA, 
its  parent  national  union.NEA,  in  1974 
passed  a  non-discrimination  resolution 
including  a  sexual  orientation  clause 
that  the  MTA  Executive  Committee 
wrote  on  child  molestation,  which  had 
referred  to  the  Revere  cases  and  which 
I  felt  was  a  result  of  that  adverse 
publicity.  I  introduced  my  own  resolu¬ 
tion,  which  was  passed  by  the  1200 
delegates.  It  condemned  child  abuse  in 
general  —  by  parents,  teachers,  ad¬ 
vertisers,  etc.” 

Other  unions  and  teachers  organiza¬ 
tions  that  have  passed  resolutions  of 
non-discrimination  based  on  sexual  or 
affectional  or  lifestyle  preference  in¬ 
clude:  American  Association  of  Uni¬ 
versity  Professors  (from  A  A  UP  Policy 
Documents  and  Reports,  1977)  the 
National  Council  of  Teachers  of  Eng¬ 
lish,  1976,  the  California  Federation  of 
Teachers,  1969  (their  resolution  added 
the  demand  for  “a  vigorous  life  and 
sex  education  program  at  all  school 
levels  which  explains  the  various 
American  life-styles”)  and  The  District 
of  Columbia  Board  of  Education, 
1972. 

With  some  of  the  trends  moving  the 
issue  of  lesbian/gay  teachers’  rights 
toward  the  left  and  again  towards  the 
right  highlighted,  and  with  some  in¬ 
formation  about  what  lesbian/gay 
workers  can  do  to  form  caucuses  and 
find  legal  precedents,  it  is  now  en¬ 
cumbent  upon  union  members  to  push 
their  union  leadership  and  representa¬ 
tives  to  support  lesbian/gay  rights  in 
resolutions  and  in  action  to  end  dis¬ 
crimination. 


THE  BRIGGS  INITIATIVE 

SCHOOL  EMPLOYEES  —  HOMOSEXUALITY  —  INITIATIVE  STAT¬ 
UTE.  Provides  for  filing  charges  against  school  teachers,  teachers’  aides,  school 
administrators  or  counselors  for  advocating,  soliciting,  imposing,  encouraging  or 
promoting  private  or  public  sexual  acts  defined  in  sections  286(a)  and  288a(a)  of 
the  Penal  Code  between  persons  of  same  sex  in  a  manner  likely  to  come  to  the 
attention  of  other  employees  or  students;  or  publicly  and  indiscreetly  engaging  in 
said  acts.  Prohibits  hiring  and  requires  dismissal  of  such  person  if  school  board 
determines  them  unfit  for  service  after  considering  enumerated  guidelines.  In 
dismissal  cases  only,  provides  for  two-stage  hearings,  written  findings,  judicial 
review.  Financial  impact:  Unknown  but  potentially  substantial  local  cost  to  school 
districts  depending  on  number  of  cases  which  receive  an  administrative  hearing. 


Howard  Petrick 
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Larry  Berner  Fights  Back 


By  Eric  R  of es 

Politics  and  legal  issues  sometimes 
seem  distant  from  actual  human  expe¬ 
rience.  California’s  Proposition  Six 
will  appear  on  the  ballot  next  week 
carefully  couched  in  legal  terms.  While 
many  people  believe  they  are  voting  on 
an  issue,  one  that  can  be  debated 
among  friends  or  discussed  in  the 
press,  the  mundane  significance  of  the 
Briggs  Initative  will  be  tremendous. 
The  real  lives  and  career  plans  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  lesbian  and  gay  teachers  in 
California  will  be  affected  by  the  vote. 
And  for  those  teachers,  the  last  year 
has  been  a  period  of  great  personal 
turmoil,  as  they  watched  the  politicians 
and  reporters  analyze,  investigate  and 
theorize  on  the  question  of  whether  gay 
people  should  be  permitted  to  work  in 
schools. 

Larry  Berner  is  one  gay  teacher  who 
has  decided  to  risk  his  job  to  come  out 
publicly  and  fight  Briggs.  Berner,  an 
elementary  school  teacher  at  the  Fitch 
Mountain  School  in  Healdsburg,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  has  become  the  media  image  of 
the  gay  teacher.  Stories  have  been 
written  on  Berner  in  most  newspapers 
in  California,  the  Wall  Street  Journal, 
many  radio  and  television  stations  and, 
in  supermarkets  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try,  People  magazine.  Berner  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  California  State  Voter’s 
Handbook  in  the  article  discussing  the 
arguments  for  and  against  the  initia¬ 
tive.  Berner  is  a  simple,  quiet  man, 
living  75  miles  north  of  San  Francisco 
in  the  small,  rural  town  of  Healdsburg 
(pop.  6,500)  in  the  Alexander  Valley. 
Over  the  past  five  months,  he  has 
become  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  fight 
for  employment  rights  for  gay  people 
in  California. 

Berner  grew  up  in  Elm  Springs,  Ark¬ 
ansas  (pop.  200),  the  youngest  of  ten 


Larry  Berner 


children  of  a  poor  farmer.  After  receiv¬ 
ing  his  degree  from  the  University  of 
Arkansas  and  doing  a  stint  in  the  Air 
Force,  Berner  moved  to  California  nd 
worked  as  an  insurance  claims  ad¬ 
juster.  Realizing  that  his  real  career 
interest  was  in  the  teaching  profession, 
Berner  enrolled  at  Sonoma  State  Col¬ 
lege.  Around  the  same  time  he  was  be¬ 
ginning  his  studies  in  the  field  of 
education,  he  was  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  aware  that  he  was  gay.  “At  this 
point,  I  had  no  question  about  being  in 
teaching,”  Berner  told  GCN.  “The 
only  qualms  I  had  about  it  were  how 
far  out  of  the  closet  I  could  be  and 
whether  my  job  would  hamper  my 
lifestyle.” 

Berner  moved  to  Healdsburg  when 
he  began  his  student  teaching  at  an  ele¬ 
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mentary  school.  He  and  his  lover 
moved  into  a  cabin  in  the  woods  near 
the  Russian  River.  The  following  year 
he  worked  as  a  substitute  teacher  be¬ 
fore  getting  hired  as  the  first  grade 
teacher  at  Fitch  Mountain  School.  Ber¬ 
ner  has  taught  in  the  school  for  five 
years,  receiving  excellent  evaluations 
from  the  school’s  principal  and  receiv¬ 
ing  tenure  after  his  third  year  under  a 
California  Teacher’s  Association  con¬ 
tract. 

Gay  life  in  rural  Sonoma  County 
was  limited  but  Berner  was  active  in  the 
Sonoma  State  gay  organization  until  it 
became  defunct  in  1973.  By  this  time 
he  had  many  gay  friends  in  the  county 
and  was  content  living  the  life  of  a 
schoolteacher  in  Healdsburg.  Berner’s 
social/sexual  life  was  kept  separate 
from  his  teaching  position  until  the 
summer  of  1977  when  Briggs  began  his 
campaign  against  gay  teachers.  At  this 
time  Berner  was  active  in  founding  the 
Sonoma  County  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alli¬ 
ance,  a  group  of  more  than  200  women 
and  men  formed  to  educate  the  public 
in  Sonoma  County  on  gay  issues. 

It  was  through  his  involvement  with 
the  Alliance  that  Berner  came  out 
publicly.  The  Alliance  had  a  monthly 
newspaper  and  Berner  served  on  its 
editorial  board.  When  Briggs  was  cir¬ 
culating  petitions  to  place  the  Initiative 
on  the  ballot,  Berner  arranged  to  be 
interviewed  as  one  of  the  hired  workers 
who  would  get  petitions  signed.  After  a 
somewhat  clandestine  meeting  with  the 
Sonoma  County  Briggs  organizer,  Ber¬ 
ner  wrote  an  article  in  the  Sonoma 
County  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
News  about  his  experience  with  the 
Briggs  organizer  entitled  “Being  an 
Activist  Can  Be  Fun.” 


The  Santa  Rosa  Press-Democrat,  the 
paper  with  the  largest  circulation  in 
Sonoma  County,  got  hold  of  the  article 
and,  in  its  gossip  column,  included  a 
short  summary  of  Berner’s  piece  with  a 
conclusion  asserting  that  the  amusing 
aspect  of  the  piece  was  that  Berner 
himself  is  a  gay  teacher.  One  evening, 
Berner  was  sitting  at  home  with  a 
friend,  reading  through  the  Press- 
Democrat  when  he  saw  the  article.  “I 
thought  to  myself  ‘Oh  my  God,  what 
does  this  mean?’  and  my  friend  said 
‘This  means  you’re  really  out  now. 
You’re  ready  for  it  now.  You  took  the 
risks,  are  you  ready  for  the  conse¬ 
quences?’  *’ 

No  one  confronted  Berner  at  school. 
Certainly  the  children  in  his  class  did 
not  read  the  paper,  but  none  of  the 
teachers  or  parents  brought  the  issue  to 
him  directly.  Two  weeks  later,  at  a 
school  board  meeting,  a  group 
primarily  made  up  of  born-again 
Christians  presented  a  petition  with 
300  signatures,  asking  the  school  board 
to  endorse  the  Briggs  Initiative  and  rid 
the  school  of  the  homosexual  teacher. 
Due  to  a  procedural  matter,  the  board 
could  not  vote  to  endorse  the  initiative 
but  they  did  voice  their  individual 
opinions,  which  were  4-1  in  favor  of 
the  Briggs  Initiative. 

Since  his  public  coming  out  in 
Healdsburg,  Berner  has  not  experi¬ 
enced  any  of  the  awful  confrontations 
one  might  expect.  His  principal  told 
him  that  he  would  judge  him  on  the 
basis  of  the  state  educational  code, 
rather  than  his  political  activities. 
Many  parents  sent  notes  to  him  or  vis¬ 
ited  his  classroom  to  express  their 
support  for  him  as  a  competent  teacher. 

Continued  on  Page  13 
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^K\l  BOX 

ALL  NEW 

Finest  Sound  &  Light  Show 
in  New  England 


WhursdaTkA 

l ,  v  a 

November  2nd 


GRACE 

§•  -m. .  %./  m  | 

JONES 


Levue 


Rights 


DISCO  I 
SIZZLER 
GRACE 
JONES 


400  MmSm  Tickets  *8.00  in  advance  m _ ^ _  a  — 

282  Main  or  mo.oo  at  the  door  Worcester 

(enter  thru  parking  lot)  Or  moil  self-addressed  stomped  envelope  (617)  752-8993 

with  check  or  money  order  to: 

RODJOIEO,  INC. 

P.O.  BOX  731 
WORCESTER,  MA.  01613 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
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Emerging 

Kay  Gardner  and  Friends 

Produced  by  A  lligator  A  lliance 
October  13,  1978 
Sanders  Theater 

By  Lynn  Tib  bets 

Kay  Gardner  and  Friends  in  concert 
was  a  rich  experience  for  the  women’s 
community.  The  evening  was  filled 
with  intensity  and  contrast  both  musi¬ 
cally  and  emotionally.  Sanders  The¬ 
atre,  large  but  warm,  provided  a  good 
space  for  the  concert.  The  additional 
touches  of  floor  plants  and  candles  on 
stage,  and  plants  and  masks  decorating 
the  absurd  statues  on  either  side, 
served  to  further  set  the  stage.  The 
concert  began  nearly  on  time  (perhaps 
a  first  for  women’s  music  in  Boston?) 
with  Mistress  of  Ceremonies  Suzanne 
Shanbaum.  Having  an  M.C.  was  a  nice 
addition,  but  1  was  disappointed  by  the 
apparent  lack  of  effort  she  put  into  her 
job.  The  M.C.  is  also  a  performer  in 
the  concert,  and  the  role  could  have 
used  more  thought  and  preparation. 

Kay  approached  the  stage  from  the 
front  row  of  the  audience,  dashing  up 
to  open  the  concert  with  two  beautiful 
solo  flute  improvisations.  Her  skill  at 
improvisation  is  such  that  the  listener  is 
not  aware  of  the  skill  involved.  The 
music  pours  out  of  her  to  the  audience 


LAMBDA  INSURANCE  SERVICES 

APARTMENT  RENTERS, 
HOME,)  LIFE,  HEALTH  & 
BUSINESS  INSURANCES 
Peter:  617-482-5851 


Contact  Lenses 

Hard  Gas  Perm  Soft  (B&L) 
$100*  $150*  $175* 

(Credit  Cards  Accepted) 

Also,  no-boil  and  astigmatic  soft  lens. 

Call  For  Consumer  Info 
353-1550 

Dr.  Richard  T.  Montross 

665  Beacon  Street,  Suite  303 
Boston,  Mass.  02215, 

'Single  vision  lenses  exclusive  of  professional  fees. 


&n&teto’£  3nn 


On  The  Village  Square 

Bellows  Falls,  Vermont  , 
56  Rooms  Dining  Room  Coffee  Shop: 
Piano  Bar!  Disco  Ban 

2  hrs.  from  Boston 

I'or  further  information  and  reservations  write 
of  call  John  or  Andrew  1-S02-463-3Q66. 

think  straight 
be  Gay 

Over  600  Good  Gay  &  Lesbian  titles,  including: 
OUR  RIGHT  TO  LOVE, 

A  Lesbian  Resource  Book . $10,95 

THE  CHURCH  &  THE  HOMOSEXUAL, 

Paperback  .  2.25 

A  FAMILY  MATTER,  Parents  Guide 

to  Homosexuality .  7.95 

LOVING  SOMEONE  GAY .  1.95 

TAKING  CARE  OF  MRS.  CARROLL.  .  7.95 

GROWING  UP  GAY,  revised .  1.25 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY 

PERIODICAL  LISTING . 25 

On  mail  orders,  add  25c  per  item,  minimum  60q: 

Send  25<r  to  receive  catalog.  (212)  255-8097 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop 

15  Christopher  Street,  New  York  City  10014 


Challenges 


Kay  Gardner 

and  feeds  back  into  her,  generating  a 
closed  circuit  of  energy  and  feeling. 

This  musical  communication  is  an 
important  element  when  Kay  plays 
with  other  musicians  as  well,  and  she 
consistently  chooses  sensitive  and  ac¬ 
complished  musicians  to  work  with. 
Kay’s  friends  included  Mojo  on  flute 
and  piano;  Martha  Seigel,  cello;  Nancy 
Barrett-Thomas,  piano;  and  Gail  Phil- 


lipo,  hand-drums  and  small  percus¬ 
sion.  The  audience  also  was  listed  on 
the  program  with  the  musicians  as  per¬ 
forming  on  “anything  and  every¬ 
thing.” 

The  music  of  the  first  act  was  en¬ 
titled  “Compositional  Works  and  Im¬ 
provisations”  and  was  soothing  and 
romantic. 

“Romance”  from  the  new  Emerging 
album  and  “Touching  Souls”  were 
performed  by  trio  combinations  of  the 
musicians,  and  “Rhapsody,”  also 
from  Kay’s  new  album,  featured  her 
playing  piano.  This  was  a  pleasant  sur¬ 
prise,  as  I  had  no  idea  she  played  piano 
so  well.  Duet  improvisations  with 
Mojo  were  featured  on  both  segments 
of  the  program  and  were  delightful. 
The  first  began  with  Mojo  moving 
through  the  audience  playing  call-and- 
response  figures  with  Kay  on  stage. 
The  fun  these  two  musicians  have 
playing  together  is  contagious. 

The  last  piece  before  intermission 
was  “Lunamuse,”  from  Kay’s  first 
album.  The  audience  got  into  the  act  in 
an  organized  fashion  here,  as  Kay  in¬ 
structed  us  to  chant  the  sustained  pitch 
throughout  the  piece.  She  suggested 
that  we  pay  some  attention  to  the  musi¬ 
cal  implications  of  the  sustained  pitch, 
and  emphasized  the  healing  and  sooth¬ 
ing  potential  of  our  chanting  together. 

Continued  on  Page  13 


GROUPS 
AT  THE 

HOMOPHILE  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  SERVICE 


Now  Forming: 

— Gay  Men’s  Therapy  Groups 
— Couples  Group  for  Gay  Men 
— Support  Group  for  Wives  of  Gay  Men 
— Problem  Drinkers  Group  (Lesbians) 

— Problem  Drinkers  Group  (Gay  Men) 

FOR  INFORMATION  AND  INITIAL  APPOINTMENT, 

CALL  542-5188 

HOMOPHILE  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  SERVICE,  80  BOYLSTON  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02116 


1978  •  1979  INDOOR  SATURDAY 

NOVEMBER  4th 
12  •  9pm 
SUNDAY 
NOVEMBER  5th 
12  ■  7pm 

For  the  benefit  of  the 
South  End  Historical  Society 
and  the 

BOSTON  CENTER 
FOR  THE  ARTS 

DONATION  $1.50— s1#0  with  this  ad 
OVER  100  DEALERS  —  FOOD 

FREE  SHUTTLE  BUS  FROM  JOHN  HANCOCK  GARAGE 

539  TREMONT  ST.,  AT  CLARENDON,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


Side  Street  Bookshop 

*  1  6  Catering  to  the  Discriminating  Male. 

Largest  Selection  of  Male  Mags  and 
Private  Viewing  Booths. 

Set  Acquainted  Special 

^  A  FREE  BOTTLE  of  RUSH™ 

with  every  $10  purchase. 

(Accompanied  with  this  Ad) 

Store  Hours:  11am  to  11pm  Open  6  days  a  week 

338-9227 

18  LaGrange  St.  Boston,  Ma. 


RUSH 


—Advertisement 

Efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have 
failed  Therefore  we  must  learn  to  prac¬ 
tice  VD  PREVENTION  through  personal 
hygiene.  For  better  health  here  are  some 
highlights  from  our  booklet— 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
~~  FOR  EVERYONE 

Page  2:  The  Sexually  Active  Male 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce 
the  possibility  of  catching  VD. 

The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gon¬ 
orrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  are  sensitive  to 
soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hy¬ 
gienic  purposes. 

Immediately  After  Intercourse: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft 
mushy  soap  into  urinary  opening.  Rinse. 
Repeat  procedure.  Then  urinate  (which 
may  sting).  Extended  exposure  or  delay 
before  washing  diminishes  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  this  preventive  measure. 

Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even 
in  the  absence  of  VD,  other  sexually 
transmitted  germs  can  cause  infections 
such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis) 
or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act, 
use  water-soluble  preparations  that  will 
wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil  base  that 
can  leave  a  film  to  trap  germs. 

Note:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head 
of  the  penis  may  trap  germs  which  can 
cause  infections.  Therefore,  special  at¬ 
tention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  un- 
circumcized  penis. 

With  the  development  of  vaccines 
against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  personal 
hygiene  remains  necessary  to  prevent 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For 
example:  a  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  pre¬ 
vent  approximately  half  of  the  reported 
cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not 
gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  Some  Aspects  of  Personal  Hy¬ 
giene  for  Male  and  Female 

Some  infectious  germs  which  are  com¬ 
monly  found  in  the  lower  digestive  tract 
may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Also  present  may  be 
parasites  which  cause  gastro-intestinal 
disorders  if  swallowed  (anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito¬ 
urinary  system  are  highly  susceptible  to 
infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from 
the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of 
careless  cleansing  from  rectum  toward 
vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs 
are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they 
may  cause  infections,  and  from  which 
fhey  may  be  transmitted  during  vaginal,  as 
(well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore, 
females  must  not  cleanse  in  the  direction 
of  rectum  to  vagina. 

Today  it  is  considered  that  excessive 
douching  may  disturb  the  chemical  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  vagina.  Frequency  and  content 
should  be  discussed  with  a  physician. 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex 
can  be  greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low 
bathroom  fixture,  designed  to  facilitate 
washing  for  disease  prevention  and  pro¬ 
per  cleansing  after  toilet.  The  American 
public,  unfortunately,  has  never  been 
adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages 
of  the  bidet,  and  it  is  not  found  in  homes 
or  hotels  in  the  United  States,  whereas  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used 
and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  geni¬ 
tal  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 
*  *  * 

Men  &  Women:  This  is  only  the  beginning 
of  the  vital  info  ation  contained  in  our 
widely  acclaime  .  booklet.  Learn  also 
about: 

The  significance,  during  treatment,  of 
no  alcohol  or  sex  activity  which  may  irri¬ 
tate  the  GU  system,  delaying  cure. 

The  importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to 
the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is 
required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male— the 
commercially  available  germicidal  prepar¬ 
ation  (Sanitube^-)  for  use  after  intercourse 
to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female—  cer¬ 
tain  commercially  available  vaginal  contra¬ 
ceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories  and 
jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

*  #  *  _. 

Send  your  tax-free  contribution  for  a 
copy  (quantities  available).  We  need  your 
support.  Learn  these  facts  and  teach  your 
friends  Help  us  distribute  these  booklets 
and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

93  Worth  Street 
New  York,  NY  10013 
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The  second  half  of  the  program,  en¬ 
titled  “Aleatoric  Works  and  Improvi¬ 
sations”  opened  with  a  chance  (alea¬ 
toric)  piece  entitled  “Atlantis  Rising.” 
Kay  briefly  explained  the  construction 
of  the  work  from  the  stage  but  the  un¬ 
familiar  nature  of  the  music  seemed  to 
leave  much  of  the  audience  cold.  In 
addition,  the  taped  music  was  much 
too  loud  to  balance  with  the  acoustic 
instruments. 

“Seigel’s  Seagulls,”  Martha’s  lovely, 
squeaky  cello  sounds  composed/im¬ 
provised  into  a  piece,  enchanted  and 
fascinated  me.  It  was  a  wonderful 
demonstration  of  new  ways  to  make 
music. 

Mojo,  Nancy  and  Gail  joined  to¬ 
gether  to  play  a  jazz  interpretation  of 
“Changing,”  also  from  the  Moon- 
circles  album.  It  was  finely  performed, 
and  a  change  in  many  respects. 

The  last  piece  of  the  evening  is  what 
really  set  this  concert  apart  from 
others.  A  note  on  the  program  inform¬ 
ed  us  that  “Muses  and  Clowns”  would 
be  a  collective  composition. 

“Muses  and  Clowns”  began  with  the 
five  musicians  all  playing  on  and  with 
parts  of  the  grand  piano  —  yelling  into 
it,  and  generally  getting  into  it.  The 
audience  was  somewhat  restless,  not 
into  the  playing.  Suddenly,  a  black 


woman  in  the  audience  stood  up  and 
shouted:  “Kay,  this  is  politically  incor¬ 
rect.  These  women  have  paid  good 
money  to  come  here  tonight  and  this  is 
.  .  .”  Kay’s  reaction  was  surprisingly 
violent.  Turning  red,  she  responded, 
“This  makes  me  so  angry”  and  left  the 
stage  in  a  hurry.  The  audience  was 
shattered  —  the  good  vibes  we  felt  were 
crushed  by  this  incident.  Our  good 
time  was  now  a  racial,  a  class,  a  poli¬ 
tical  issue.  Other  audience  members 
started  yelling:  “Music  has  nothing  to 
do  with  politics,”  and  “Kay  we  loved 
it”  (as  if  “it”  were  over). 

Meanwhile,  back  on  stage,  the  musi¬ 
cians  looked  rather  clumsily  at  each 
other  and  resumed  the  performance. 
Nancy  and  Martha  played  their  re¬ 
spective  instruments  lying  on  their 
backs.  Kay  then  returned  to  the  stage 
and  exhorted  us  to  “play  along”  and 
join  in  with  what  was  trying  to  become 
a  party.  A  small  number  of  the  audi¬ 
ence  took  to  the  stage,  dancing  and 
playing.  Nancy  played  some  silliness 
and  a  bit  of  jazz,  and  then  the  music 
and  the  evening  ended  on  an  unresolv¬ 
ed  note. 

I  resented  having  lost  the  warmth 
and  togetherness  of  the  first  half  of  the 
concert.  But  what  happened  to  it?  Did 
one  woman  sabotage  our  good  time? 
Were  we  taken  advantage  of  by  the 
performer? 

This  confrontation  did  not  invali¬ 
date  the  mood  of  the  first  half  of  the 


DicRpcco>s  QbaYet 

NOY.  26th 

GONG 
SHOW 

with  Patti  O’Keefe 

Disco  Dance  Contest 

$50  PRIZE 
$2.00  at  the  Door  (QUALIFY  FOR  FINALS  of 
_ $1000  PRIZE) 

FROST  ROAD  (RTE.  3A)  649-9186  TYNGSBORO,  MA. 


JERRY  Ft  l’ZGERALD,  FORMERLY  OF 

THE  DOG  CENTER,  IS  PLEASED  TO 
ANNOUNCE  THE  OPENING  OF 

TOWN  &  COUNTRY 
DOG  GROOMING 


NOY.  5th 


2  Shows 
9  &  11pm 


98  CHARLES  STREET,  BOSTON 


367-9040 
FOR 

APPOINTMENT 

YOU  BOTH  DESER  VE  IT. 


SUPPLIES 

TOTAL 

GROOMING 


A 

HALLOWEEN  PARTY 


October  31st 
$3.00  at  the  Door 

Theme:  Wizard  of  Oz 

—3  CASH  PRIZES  OF  $50  FOR— 

MOST  OUTRAGEOUS 
MOST  ORIGINAL  BEST  COSTUME 


concert.  Art’s  object  is  emotional  par¬ 
ticipation,  and  this  requires  creativity 
on  the  part  of  the  audience.  It  hap¬ 
pened  during  “Lunamuse”  but  was 
absent  for  the  most  part  in  “Muses  and 
Clowns.” 

Kay  is  denying  that  there  are  limits 
to  the  defnition  of  music  as  the  use  of 
sounds  to  create  something  which 
touches  people.  In  choosing  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  audience  this  way,  she  has 
also  tested  her  personal  limits  as  a 
performer. 

The  transitions  from  the  concert  of 
our  nostalgic  expectations  through 
popularly  unfamiliar  musical  territory 
to  music  as  political,  and  political  con¬ 
flict  as  less  powerful  than  the  strength 
which  binds  us  as  women,  and  finally 
into  a  space  for  all  of  us  to  play 
together  were  too  rough.  Had  they 
been  smoother,  the  audience  might 
have  been  carried  through.  This  does 
not  relieve  the  audience  of  responsibil¬ 
ity,  however.  When  the  ball  was  tossed 
our  way  we  stood  still  and  watched  it 
fall  to  the  ground. 

Here  im  Boston  we  are  fortunate 
enough  to  have  increasing  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  come  ^together  as  a  community 
to  enjoy  cultural  events.  A  women’s 
concert  must  be  much  more  than 
simply  a  safe  place.  We  must  learn  to 
deal  with  things  we  may  not  like,  with 
the  issues  that  threaten  our  solidarity, 
with  the  challenge  of  altogether  new 
experiences.  We  must  be  confident 
enough  to  understand  that  our  strength 
is  not  based  merely  on  comfort.  Our 
artists  will  increasingly  challenge  us 
with  difficult  issues  —  and  we  will  be 
strengthened  and  enriched  through  our 
efforts  to  deal  with  them. 


Berner 

Continued  from  Page  10 
Only  three  of  the  55  children  in  the 
class  that  he  co-teaches  have  been  re¬ 
moved  from  the  class  at  the  parents’ 
request.  And  in  the  streets  and  stores 
of  Healdsburg,  “there’s  been  absolute¬ 
ly  no  negative  stuff  at  all.”  Berner  has 
not  been  harassed  or  taunted  and  goes 
about  his  life  as  usual,  except  for  the 
prominent  position  he  now  holds  in  the 
fight  against  Briggs.- 

The  Healdsburg  Teachers  Associa¬ 
tion  issued  a  strong  supportive  state¬ 
ment  several  weeks  ago,  opposing  the 
Briggs  Initiative,  Burner  has  received  his 
strongest  support  from  other  teachers 
who  view  the  initiative  as  a  threa"  to 
the  rights  of  all  teachers. 

Berner’s  students  are  between  the 
ages  of  seven  and  nine  and  he  has  never 
discussed  his  gayness  with  them.  “I 
don’t  think  it  has  a  place  in  school,”  he 
told  GCN.  “Some  things  have  to  be 
worked  out  with  parents  before  they 
can  be  presented  to  kids  in  public 
school.  Sexuality  is  not  a  relevant  topic 
for  seven  and  eight  year  olds.” 

If  the  Initiative  passes,  Berner 
intends  to  violate  the  statute  publicly 
by  “advocating  and  promoting  homo¬ 
sexual  activity.”  He  expects  that  he 
will  then  lose  his  job  and  find  another 
way  to  support  himself.  The  California 
Teachers  Association  will  provide  legal 
counselling  for  him,  as  they  have  been 
doing  for  several  months.  If  the  courts 
find  the  initiative  unconstitutional, 
Berner  will  get  his  job  back. 


YOU’RE  INVITED 
TO 

Shelly’s  bailee  School 

- OPEN  HOUSE - 

Refreshments ,  Demonstrations ,  &  Free  Lessons 
In  Disco ,  Freestyle ,  Ballet ,  Tap , 

Jazz ,  Bellydance ,  and  Exercise. 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  5th,  5-8  P.M. 


236-1868 


720  BEACON  ST. 


KENMORE  SQ. 


”SST!  BUDDY!  YOU 
WANT  SOME  ALMOST 
NEW  CLOTHES  FOR 
LESS  THAN 
HALF  THEIR 
NEW  PRICE? 


Tues.  2-6 


Weds.  2-8 
Thurs.  2-6 
Fri.  2-6 
Sat.  10-4 


PSST! 
BUDDY! 
YOU  WANT 
TO  SELL,  ON 
CONSIGNMENT, 
THOSE  BEAUTIFUL 
'CLOTHES  YOU  DON’T 
WANT  TO  GIVE  AWAY? 

sweaters/shirts 

suits/sportcoats 

slacks/ties/topcoats 

739  boylston  street 
opposite  Lord  &  Taylor 

telephone  536-1515 
for  an  appointment 
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PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Rockport  In  the  summer  would  be  lovely 
if  the  people  weren’t  there.  I  wish  we 
could  have  the  place  all  to  ourselves.  It 
was  a  beautiful  day,  and  so  was  the 
strudel.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 


UNO  UNO  UNO 

How  can  you  stand  this  prolonged  sep¬ 
aration?  It  would  be  so  much  better  if  we 
lived  nearer  each  other.  Hope  all  is  well. 
Henry  sends  his  love.  So  do  we. 


OUR  ROBERT-TORONTO 
It  ws  so  good  to  hear  your  voice  on 
Sunday.  Glad  you  are  finally  getting  the 
paper  on  a  regular  basis.  Your  house 
sounds  so  exciting.  You,  a  landlord,  a 
member  of  the  landed  gentry.  Wish  we 
could  come  and  stay  fora  long,  long  time. 
We  miss  you  too. 


R.E.,  PAST  COPY  ED 
Something  is  surely  lacking  Thurs. 
nights.  I  think  it’s  your  patting  my  head. 
Dear  friend,  please  do  keep  in  touch.  We 
both  care  about  you.  With  love,  P  &  N. 


Wh  40  yr  old  M  wants  to  meet  same  for 
BJ,  JO  etc.  Have  own  place,  will  be  disc. 
Will  ans  all.  Prefer  Salem  area.  Hurry,  Ph 
no  or  P.O.  Box.  GCN  Box  959.  (16) 


PUMPING  IRON 
GM  26  amateur  wt  lifter  Ikng  4  pro  for 
advice  &  training.  Not  into  looking  Ik 
Arnold  Swatisname.  Want  well  devel- 
oped,  toned  body.  GCN  Box  958. _ (15) 


EASTERN  CONN. 

GWM,  31,  5’10”,  145,  strt  apprg,  mascu¬ 
line,  attractive,  intelligent,  seeks  other 
GWMs  21-35  with  slender  build,  for 
friendship  &  good  times.  Reply  PO  Box 
495,  Norwich,  CT  06360. _ (16) 


NEED  A  CAT  TO  CUDDLE? 

Love  a  Siamese.  Timothy  is  7  yrs  old. 
He'll  lie  on  his  back  to  let  you  scratch  his 
tummy.  He  needs  a  good  home  with 
oodles  of  love  &  affection.  He'll  pay 
every  bit  of  it  back.  If  interested,  call 
259-0063.  Leave  message.  Keep  trying. 


Prof  GWM,  29,  140,  5’9”,  new  to  Boston 
area  from  LA,  looking  for  warm,  creative, 
intelligent  friends  to  share  good  talk, 
movies,  classical  music,  art,  food, 
museums,  and  the  like.  Don't  like  bars, 
but  occ.  party,  dance  and  smoke.  Please 
give  me  a  call.  (617)  894-9744,  Tom,  eves. 

(14) 


WRITE  A  LETTER  TODAY 
GWM  24  years  old  seeks  new  friends  for 
possible  relationship.  Interests  include 
films,  theatre,  museums,  conversation. 
Tony,  Box  1715,  Bloomfield,  NJ  07003. 
Ages  20-35,  photo  optional. _ (14x) 


Gay  man  20  yrs  old  seeks  other  gay  men 
&  women  in  Keene,  Monadnock  reg’n  to 
share  thoughts  &  ideas.  Write  to  M.A.N, 
Norton  OwlsRest  #6,  RM  208  K.S.C., 

Keene,  NH  03431.  _ ,  )14x); 

TO  RAPID  RABBIT  RBOCME 

You're  the  best  reason  I  know  for  falling 
in  love.  With  or  without  maple  syrup,  you 
make  my  life  delicious  in  so  many  ways. 
Love,  Glenn. _ (14x) 


RICHARD  OF  BOSTON 
Where  have  your  mustache  and  your 
shoes  gone?  Seriously,  I've  been  dis¬ 
appointed  to  not  see  you,  and  I  miss  your 
friendship  very  much.  Would  you  like  to 
get  together  for  dinner  or  to  just  talk? 
Boston  is  a  big  town,  and  I  have  no  way  to 
reach  you.  If  you’re  at  all  interested, 
please  give  me  a  call;  I’ve  kept  the  same 
number  at  Harvard.  If  not,  you  need  not 
reply,  and  no  hard  feelings.  In  any  case, 
my  special  one,  take  care.  Rich  (the  shy 
one)  of  the  old  February-July  HCHS  Tues- 
day's  Men’s  Group. _ (14) 


SOMEONE  IN  HER  FIFTIES  OR  SIXTIES 
GWF  52,  lonely,  little  education,  like 
music,  plays,  dining  out,  museums, 
poems,  books,  walks  eves  along  the 
beach,  DOB  social  life  rap,  the  people 
there.  4  kids,  home,  like  night  out.  GCN 
Box  956. _ ’ _ (15) 


Successful  GWM,  42,  5 ’10",  155 

masculine  appearing  and  acting,  yet  sen¬ 
sitive  and  affectionate,  seeks  only  similar 
type  in  Boston  area  for  sharing  quiet 
times  and  good  times.  Please  write  to 
GCN  Box  957  and  Include  your  phone 
number _ (RW) 


RESEARCH  SUBJECTS  NEEDED! 

Gay  males,  age  20-50,  in  greater  Boston 
area,  wanted  to  fill  out  questionnaires  on 
work  attitudes  &  job  history.  Important 
research.  Write  GCN  Box  950.  (13) 

Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy,  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing-; 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness  canoeing,  music,  art,! 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t| 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive, 
6’,  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright, 
versatile,  warm,  Independent,  stable. 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  Canada. 


RACIST??? 

If  Black  or  White  Is  not  an  Issue  to  you, 
why  write  W  or  B?  Just  GM,  GF  will  do. 
How  about  It??? 

Hi.  I’d  like  2  meet  U  but  only  if  U  go  2 
skool  or  work  full  time.  Im  30  pro¬ 
fessional,  n2  dinner  dates,  hearts  whist, 
dirty  +  reg  movies,  travel  +  hve  a  fettish  4 
blonds,  +  a  fetish  against  drugs, 
mustaches,  cigarettes,  +  beards.  If  U  call 
me  b  prepared  2  give  fone  num.  U-r 
calling  from  so  I  can  call  U  back  n-order2 
weed  out  the  weirdos.  Ill  b-n  Amsterdam 
9.02  to  9.14+ London  10.03-10.16.  Call 
anytime  up  2  2Am.  Lve  message  during 
periods  when  Im  away  or  not  home.  No  1 
else  will  hear  Ur  message. f  live  alone  in  a 
modern  2  bed  apt  in  Cambridge  +  will 
return  your  call  very  discreetly.  Call  Rick 
at  MBD.RRTF. _  (14) 

GWM,  TORONTO 

Gentleman  of  English  origin,  trans¬ 
planted  to  N.  America  and  likes  it  here. 
Refined  tastes,  kind  heart.  Seeks  new 
friends  for  possible  relationship.  Sense 
of  humor  and  sincerity  appreciated. 
Those  who  send  photos,  answered  first. 
GCN  Box  935. 

Pissed  in  Puerto  Rico  —  mea  culpa,  mea 
culpa,  mea  maxima  culpa. 

PBPBPB 

Don’t  fret.  It’s  not  worth  all  the  fuss.  You 
are  too  kind. 

BARBARA G 

Long  time  no  communication.  Did  we 
offend  when  you  were  here?  Something 
must  be  wrong.  Love  to  you  both. 

GWM  Law  Student  seeks  same  to  share' 
intense  anxieties  &  pleasures  of  law 
school.  I  am  28,  medium  build,  &  physi¬ 
cally  handicapped.  I  like  swimming  & 
classical  music.  Descriptive  letter, 
please.  Photo  not  needed.  GCN  Box  955. 
_ (12x) 

AROOSTOOK  COUNTY,  MAINE 
Any  lesbians  and  gay  men  out  there?  GM 
new  to  St  John  Valley  wishes  to  contact 
other  GM  and  lesbians  in  Northern 
Maine/New  Brunswick  area.  Isolation  is 
no  fun.  Please  write!  Benjamin,  Box  82, 
Van  Buren,  Maine  04785.  (13) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,.22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 

02108. 


SERVICES 


DIVERSIFIED  RESEARCH  INC. 

1)  Seminar  promotions;  2)  writing,  re¬ 
searching  and  packing  any  project  you 
have;  3)  and  generating  sales  leads 
through  innovative  techniques.  731-1076 
(after  6  pm). _ (15) 


IF  LOVt^MARRIAQt 
AND  SUCCESS** 

THEN  HAPPINESS *T 

Chorts  cost  &  interpreted  by  experienced  goy 
mole  astrologer.  My  humanistic,  non-tradi- 
tionol  opprooch  is  especially  geared  towards 
those  of  alternative,  counter-cultural  lifestyles. 
Fee  negotiable  Beginners  classes  too.  IAN 
JOHNSON.  443-1435. 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 
4603)  224-5600  Concord 


.PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 
661-6975. 


I  &  H  STUDIO 

Beat  the  rush!  Portraits  taken  for  Xmas 
gifts,  cards.  Also  commitment  cere¬ 
monies  &  your  occasions.  You  choose 
location.  Serving  Gay  Community.  Call 
collect  anytime.  1 -(61 7) 468-3021.  (18) 

TOO  BUSY?  TOO  LAZY? 
Reliable,  efficient,  friendly  man  will  clean 
your  apartment  well.  Very  reasonable. 
Call  Edgar,  267-0016  after  7pm. _ (15) 

NEW  YORK  WRESTLING  CLUB 
For  info  &  application:  J.  Handley,  59 
West  10th  St.,  NY,  NY  10011,  (212) 
477-4227.  Over  300  Macho  members 
throughout  the  USA  &  Canada. _ (18) 

Floors  refinished,  walls  repaired  and 
painted.  All  kinds  of  interior  work  done  by 
exp  professionals  at  reasonable  rates. 
Jim  524-2152. _ (15) 


ROOMMATES 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  G ROUP  COUNSELING 

A  Mow  location— A  Mow  Phono  Mombor 
Newton  Corner,  Max.  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


GAY  MALE  COUPLES.  Short-term 
therapy  group  for  committed  couples 
who  wish  to  explore  the  dynamics  of  their 
relationship.  For  initial  interview,  call 
HCHS  542-5188. _ (16) 

HUMANISTIC  COUNSELING 
Client-centered:  Accepting  self,  Forming 
Relationships,  Achieving  Stability.  Appt 
call  Dave,  N.  Camb.  661-1578  dys-eves- 
wknds.  Intro  $10.  (9) 

CHIMNEYSWEEP 

_ 427-3835  _ _ 

Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings. 

(GH) 

Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52) 


\^V 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 

In  The  Vendome  Mall  (617)247-1832 

160  Commonwealth  Ave.  Boston,  Mass  02116 


3  gay  men  looking  for  4th  and  5th  to  share 
spacious  townhouse  on  Fort  Hill,  Rox- 
bury.  $80/mnth.  442-2061. _ (10  +  ) 

3rd  person  wanted  for  Cambridge  living- 
space  near  Harvard  &  Inman  Sq.  Respon¬ 
sibility  &  individuality  are  a  plus  as  is  a 
stereo.  354-7688. _ (15) 

GM  21  seeks  roommate  for  2  bedroom  apt 
in  Springfield’s  Forest  Park  area.  $105 
monthly  inc  util.  Nov.  1.  Call  (413) 
734-3588.  Keep  trying. _ (16) 

W.  Somerville  —  1  GM,  1  SM,  sk  men, 
women  for  beautiful  hse  nearT.  Non-sex- 
ist,  semi-vegy,  good  friends.  Avail  Nov  1. 
$115.  Call  Bruce  395-3461. _ (14) 

3RD  &  4TH  ROOMMATES  TO 
share  beautiful  9  rm  duplex.  Safe 
neighbhd,  Shawmut  Sta,  Dorch.  Own 
room,  semi-coop.  No  smokers.  Men  or 
women.  %  rent,  heat,  gas,  elec,  phone: 
$135/mo.  Call  Don  or  Al:  825-7648,  6pm- 
12mdt. _ (14x) 

Two  men,  30,  seek  student  or  profes¬ 
sional  person  to  share  apt  in  Belmont. 
$91. 50/month  plus  utilities.  Call  Don  or 
Bob  489-0273. _ (14x) 

2  GM  seek  one  GM  or  GF  to  share  3  bdrm 
apt  in  Belmont — near  Fernald,  near 
MBTA.  $83  plus  util.  Non-smoker  and 
non-meateater  preferred.  Call  David  or 
Paul  at  489-1002. _ (14x) 


FOR  SALE 


Plym  Valiant  1968  273  V8,  Auto  trans,  pwr 
steering,  needs  a  little  work,  $150  or  best 
offer.  Call  Dave  at  482-9710. 


Queen  size  mattress  and  box  spring  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  $75.  442-2061  any  time. 
.  _ ]HS) 


MENSTRUAL  SPONGES 
Use  soft,  unbleached  sea  sponges 
instead  of  chemicalized  “sanitary  sup¬ 
plies"  to  catch  your  bloods.  Each  sponge 
comes  packaged  with  complete  instruc¬ 
tions  for  use,  and  is  large  enough  to  cut 
into  at  least  2  pieces.  $1.25  postpaid  to 
WIMMIN  TAKE  BACK  CONTROL,  P.O. 
Box  30063,  New  Orleans,  LA  70190.  Write 
for  bulk  rate  info. _ (16) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-Insured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.  — No  O.T.  charge*. 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 


APARTMENTS 


Room  furnished  Copley  Sq.  Kitchen 
facils,  refrig,  clean,  large,  secure.  $30/wk. 
267-2274. _ (13 


JOBS  WANTED 


HANDY  PERSON  CARPENTER 
Experienced  at  general  carpentry,  renova¬ 
tions,  repairs  &  painting,  interior  &  ex¬ 
terior.  Free  estimates.  By  the  job,  by  the 
hour.  Mark  445-6676. _ (MJ  xchng) 


HOUSEKEEPING 

Experienced  housekeeper  will  clean  apts, 
houses.  Will  also  cook  for  dinner  parties, 
do  errands  and  odd  jobs.  Call  427-3835. 
Patrick. _ (14x) 


GOOD  WITH  FIGURES,  WORDS,  PHONES 
and  type  about  50wpm.  Very  dependable, 
responsible,  mature  GF,  quick  study, 
seeks  interesting,  varied  position.  Min. 
$l60/wk.  References.  Call  Nancy,  426- 
4469  or  266-7880.  Keep  trying;  leave 
message. 


HOUSECLEANING  427-3835  PAT 


PENPALS 


AROOSTOOK  COUNTY  MAINE 
Any  gay  men  out  there?  GM,  new  to  St. 
John  Valley, -wishes  to  contact  other  GM. 
6’1 ",  masc  looking,  discreet.  Write  Roger, 
80  St.  Thomas  St.,  Madawaska,  ME  04756. 
Will  reply  to  all. _  (16) 


WANTED 


We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
donate  time  &  truck  (we’ll  pay  gas)  to  help 
pick  up  donations  for  GCN.  Call  John  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 


JSIFIEDCLASSniEDCLASSI] 


GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furniture, 
paint  sofa,  file  cqbinets,  shelves  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
-^To  donate  contact  John  at  426-4469.  (c) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  arc  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 

Name _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 

APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 

Headlines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk. 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  ....$_ 
Please  Print  Neatlv. 


Address. 


City. 

Zip_ 


.  State. 


Phone. 


Signature 


GAY  LEGISLATION 
NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER¬ 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta-, 
tion,  Boston,  MA  02114. _ (48 )f! 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


LJ  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


1.  SKI  FRANCONIA 

>lRoom  in  house  for  one  or  two,  all 
weekends  &  holidays  for  the  season. 
Conv  to  Loon,  Cannon,  Waterville.  Dave, 
call  eves  (617)666-4283. _ (16) 


Country  homes,  homesites  and  woodlots 
in  friendly  area  within  65  miles  of  Boston. 
.'Call  Art  at  Countryside  Realty  (617) 
5  544-7406,  Orange,  Mass.  (18) 


RESORTS 


REAL  ESTATE 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY 


AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly  has 
openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary  based 
on  experience,  plus  15%  commission. 
661-3567.  (ex) 


COME  OUT  OF  THE  CLOSET 
Clerical  trainee  needed  for  firm  doing 
business  in  the  gay  and  straight  com¬ 
munities.  Good  telephone  voice  required. 
Neat  appearance  is  a  must.  Messenger 
work  in  and  around  Cambridge  and 
Greater  Boston.  Wheels  would  be  of  help 
but  not  a  requirement.  Pays  $2.75/hour  to 
start.  Hours:  8:30-5:30.  Call  for  appoint¬ 
ment.  661-6975. 


COUNSELOR/ PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Prefer  Masters  &  3  yrs  clinical  experi¬ 
ence,  for  small  multi-service  agency. 
$12,000.  Contact  Counseling  Collective, 
Drop-in  Center,  Box  579,  Provincetown, 
MA  02657. _ (25) 


^  HELP! 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center; 
needs  volunteers:  1)  laboratory  assistant 
to  work  gay  health  night,  Wednesdays, 
6:30-10pm  at  the  Health  Center.  2) 
Nurses,  doctors,  medical  students  to 
work:  Mon  or  Wed  eves  6:30-10pm  at  the 
Health  Center  every  other  Saturday  5  to 
( midnight  to  draw  blood  for  syphilis  and 
'culture  for  gonorrhea  on  the  Bridge 
Medical  Van  at  the  bars;  one  night  a 
month  at  the  baths  testing  for  gonorrhea 
&  syphilis.  3)  People  with  clerical  skills  to 
do  mailings,  typing,  filing,  etc.  Please  call 
267-7573  and  ask  for  Ron  Vachon. 

Female  research  subjects  needed  for 
two-day  study.  Persons  with  alcohol  or 
drug  problems  not  accepted.  Earn  up  to 
$98  for  both  days.  Call  (617)  855-3100 

<13 


INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY 
I  have  a  modest  amount  of  capital  to  in- 

Bvest.  Lking  for  individual  with  Ideas  for  le- 
gitimate  Investment.  GCN  Box  958.  (16) 


Gay  Community  faews,  November  4,  1978 
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classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIED 


FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for  the 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  work.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you.  _ _ 

ADVERTISING  SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
part  time  ad  sales  rep.  to  work  primarily 
at  night.  20%  commission.  Contact  Tim 
or  Richard  at  426-4469. 


PRISONERS 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92.  _ (c) 


ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or  use 
typewriter  If  possible.  Fancy,  small  or 
closely-packed  writing  Is  unreadable  and 
letters  so  written  will  be  discarded  from 
now  on. 


Yng  bi  M  seeks  meaningful  and  sincere 
exchange.  Wardell  Smith  149-239,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (15) 


WM,  gay,  25, 5’8”,  150,  brn  h,  e,  wld  like  to 
hear  from  others.  Will  ans  all.  James 
Arthur  Callahan  019441 , 16-3209,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (15) 


30,  5 '10',  dark  h  and  features,  consider 
myself  gd  Ikng.  Mellow  describes  me 
best,  in  my  own  opinion.  I  like  competi¬ 
tive  games,  study  parapsychology  and 
read  occult  material.  In  jail  for  non-violent 
crime.  Release  date,  Dec.  15,  1980.  I  will 
ans  all  letter.  C.E.  Bretzman,  822582,  Box 
488  P.C.I.  A76,  Polk  City,  FL  33868.  (13) 


24,  white,  blond  h,  hazel  e,  health  freak. 
Dennis  D.  Morrisett,  041227,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke.  FL  32091.  (13) 

26,  6',  165,  black  h,  brn  e,  not  bad  look¬ 
ing.  GWM  Aries.  Will  ans  all  letters. 
Luther  Carter  A-037529,  P.O.  Box  488, 
Polk  City,  FL  33868. _ (13) 


If  you're  sincere  and  care  about  your  gay 
brother  behind  these  prison  walls,  then 
show  it.  Please  write  Steve  Thrash,  Box 
900— 27145,  Jefferson  City,  MO  65102. 

(15) 


Brown  hair  hazel  eyes,  lonely  gay  pri¬ 
soner  needs  mail  will  answer  all.  Ralph 
Flint  021360,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 

32091.  _ _ (1 3) 

Will  answer  all.  David  Johnson  145-275, 
P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (13) 
22,  black  h,  brn  e,  pecan  tan,  6'1*,1  160. 
Serving  25  yrs.  Preston  Shands,  051870, 
W-2-N-7,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

(13) 


WM,  26,  5'9",  brn  h,  bl  e.  In  need  of 
correspondence.  Herb  Smith  148213,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (15) 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  a  real 
queen.  32,  Leo,  Indian  &  Irish,  5'8”,  145, 
Ing  blck  h,  It  brn  e,  good  physique,  gd 
Ikng.  Benny  M.  Weeks,  016076,  P-2-N-5, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (15) 

27,  172,  6’3",  vry  gd  Ikng,  in  need  of 
someone  to  love  &  love  me.  From  a  very 
sweet  queen,  James  Duprees  76063, 
Camp  D,  Eagle  4,  Angola,  LA  70712.  (15) 


23,  5'10”,  147,  grn  e,  bind  h,  former  show 
girl,  Miss  Tina  Marie  Lee  (stage  name). 
Photo  appreciated,  but  not  a  must.  Larry 
Karge  049555,  H2-B2-132.  22,  6',  185,  hazl 
e,  red-blnd  h,  medium  complexion,  med. 
bid.  bisexual.  Photo  appreciated,  not  a 
must.  Please  enclose  stamp  In  your 
letters.  Terry  E.  Underwood  062684, 
H2-B1-129.  Both  at  Brevard  Correctional 
Institute,  P.O.  Box  340,  Sharpes,  FL 
32959. _ (15) 


26,  5'9’\  150,  black,  black  h,  brn  e.  Bruce 
S.  Tobler  035811,  13-2211,  P.O.  Box  747, 
'  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (15) 

WM,  24,  5'11”,  160,  Bl  h,  br  e,  well  built, 
seeking  sincere  &  meaningful  friend.  Will 
be  released  in  3  more  mos.  Lee  Hosey 
149-335,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699. _ _ (15) 


W,  5’11",  auburn  h,  hazel  e.  180  lbs  in 
need  of  someone  to  correspond  who 
cares.  Donald  E.  Wines  A-013841, 
72-0206,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL  32083. 

(15) 


25,  brn  h,  bl  e,  5’10",  150,  gay  seeking  a 
few  honest  and  sincere  correspondents. 
Donald  Daugherty,  23-3208,  046692,  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (15) 


Lonely,  seek  correspondence.  34,  bind  h, 
bl  e,  5’9”,  Tommy  Alexander  052611.  25, 
blk  h,  brn  e,  5'10”,  Steven  Lalroke  056799. 
Both  Box  221 ,  Raiford,  FL  32083.  (1 5) 

24,  Black,  5’11”,  172.  Clyde  E.  McEady 
61-112059949,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL 
32083.  (15) 

I’m  a  gay  young  girl.  Please  write  John  W. 
Henry  053727,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (15) 


Please  write  Harvey  B.  Roberts  029601, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (13) 

GWM,  27, 6 ',  175,  dk  brn  h,  brn  e.  Well-bit, 
many  Interests,  love  to  write  letters,  no 
one  to  write  to.  Please  write  Jerry  Leinin- 
ger,  140-025,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699.  (13) 

Fern  GM  wishes  to  write  to  any  stud..Dig 
S&M.  I’m  stone  t.v.  Have  outstanding  Grk. 
features?  Please  write  and  send  pic.  Will 
reply  to  all.  Mark  D.  Smith,  84927,  Camp 
DE4,  Angola,  LA  70712  (13) 

Young  gay  male  prisoner  (23)  soon  to  be 
released  would  like  corres.  frm  other 
gays.  6',  155,  athletic  build.  Frank  Mit¬ 
chell,  28810,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City,  MO 
65012.  (13) 

1  would  like  to  correspond  with  a  bisexual 
person  or  persons.  22  yr  old  “queen”, 
very  sincere.  Billie  C.  Crabtree,  009200, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (13) 

Lonely,  30,  6'1",  180,  very  gd  physique, 
interests  many,  pleasures,  few,  need  cor¬ 
respondence.  Edward  L.  Surgest  141-672, 
P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (13) 

We  would  like  to  receive  mail  from  the 
outside.  Steve  Thrash  27145  and  William 

F.  Smith  34739,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City, 
MO  65102.  (13) 

Please  write  to  Julius  Evans,  145-950, 
P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (13) 

25,  want  correspondents.  Richard  A. 
Ward  142809,  P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699.  (13) 

Willie  Valentine  39293  and  John  James 
McClam  038193,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford, 
FL  32083.  (13) 

Jeffery  David  Mannerlyn  143-191,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (13) 

White,  27,  5 '9',  155  brn  h,  bl  e,  single, 
gay.  Handsome  face,  well  developed 
body.  Will  ans  all  letters,  xchange  photo, 
am  honest  &  sincere.  Larry  A.  Smith, 
144-095,  254  W.  Spring  St.,  Columbus,  OH 
43216.  (13) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301 . 332-4440, 
.673-8348,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
I  Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa- 
I  tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 
BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an  inclu¬ 
sive  group  of  religious  liberals  working  to 
provide  opportunities  for  community 
building  among  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
meets  every  Sunday  evening  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.,  at 
7:00  p.m.  Lesbians  especially  welcome. 
For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatley  at 
742-2100.  _ (D49) 


METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER,  church  service  at  6  In- 
stitute  Road,  2  p.m.  Sundays.  756-0730.  _ 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per 
sons  are  welcome. 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
pm  until  midnight. _ (20) 

AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Male  Concerns  —  New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply 

GCN  Box  902. _ __ 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518.  (7-10) 


In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship  ,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Mor¬ 
ris 4own^lJMntoJ2(L^^ _ 


INTEGRITY/WESTERN  MASS. 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  their  friends 
chapter  forming  now.  Call  (413)  584-1189, 
or  write  129  Spruce  Hill  Ave.,  Florence, 
Mass.  01060  for  information.  (17) 


PUBLICATIONS 


DENNIS  COOPER 

His  book  of  poems,  Tiger  Beat,  and  prose 
piece,  Antoine  Monnier,  both  $1.00  from 
Little  Caesar  Press,  3373  Overland  Ave., 
#2,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90034.  Praised  by 
GCN,  Body  Politic,  Ian  Young,  Allen  Gins¬ 
berg; _ (15) 

EROS  IN  GREECE.  By  Tom  Horner.  On 
sexual  practices  of  Greeks  today.  ‘‘Don’t 
go  there  without  it.”  127pp.  $2.95  plus  50c 
p.&h  Aegean  Books,  615  Frenchmen, 
New  Orleans,  LA  70116.  (15) 


FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction^ 
essays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
please  send  it  to  FOCUS  c/o  DOB,  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
free  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publica¬ 
tion. 

GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Central  Sta.  NYC  10017. 

FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75c.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Cambridge,  M  A  02138.  (c) 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You're  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  GA  30306. 
(c) 

EXOTIC  HAPPINESS  FOR  GAYS 
Avoid  mistakes  and  heartaches.  Booklet 
of  info  on  foreign  and  domestic  travel.  $3. 
Haus  Hoffman,  Ltd.  Box  354,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson,  Ml  49204. _ (16) 

The  Wishing  Well:  The  largest  Nat. 
Magazine  featuring  hundreds  of  self¬ 
descriptions  of  gay  women  (by  code 
number)  wishing  to  write  and  meet  with 
confidentiality.  $2.50  per  issue.  Also 
escorted  group  travel  tours  for  gay 
women.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. 


NEW  ENGLAND  BAR  GUIDE 


CONNECTICUT 


LEWISTON 


HARTFORD 


NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
TONY  R’s 
170-174  High  St. 
third  world 

THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 

238  Columbus  Blvd. 

BANANA 

148  West  Service  Rd. 
EVERGREEN 
Webster  St. 

(women) 


BLUE.  SWAN 
Canal  St. 


OGUNQUIT 


ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 


LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 


PORTLAND 


NEW  HAVEN 


PARTNER’S 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 
(separate  women’s  room) 
NOBODY’S  FAULT 
334  Whalley  Ave. 

DUNGEON 

130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 
(leather  &  levis;  men) 

THE  PUB  CAFE 

168  York  (203)  789-8612 

PARKWAY 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  776-1608 


PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 
10  Union  Place 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


MASSACHUSETTS 

BOSTON 

NEW  BRITAIN 


THE  OASIS 
20  Chestnut  St. 
SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 

NEW  LONDON 


FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  St. 

THE  CORRAL 
727  Bank  St. 

NEW  MILFORD 


THE  ANSWER  CAFE 
235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 

WATERBURY 


CLUB  CAFE 
384  W.  Main  St. 

WESTPORT 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd. 
(203)  226-6204 
Vincent's  Disco 
925  State  St.  East 


East 


MAINE 


AUGUSTA 


FLO’S  TAVERN 
N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622-4393 


BOSTON  EAGLE 
88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 
THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 
39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing.  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food.  Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing.  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends 
DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-6560 
Dancing.  Men.  ’ 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE  ' 

At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different” 

ENCORE 
1256  Boylston  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather.  Men.  Stmday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 


JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men. 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
.Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Food.  Men.  Saturday  Brunch  5PM. 
Movies  Mon.,  5PM;  Sunday  Brunch  JPM 
STYX 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco.  Dancing.  Men. 

THE  SHED 

272  Huntington  Ave. 

Leather.  Men.  Sunday  Brunch  4PM 

TOGETHER 
1 10  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 
TWELVE  CARVER 
12  Carver  St. 

Men 

BROCKTON 

ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 


CAMBRIDGE 

PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 


NEW  BEDFORD 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


FRIENDS  AND  LOVERS 
145  N.  Front  St. 

(617)  993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

(617)  994-7674 
THE  R&R  CLUB 
78  Covel  St. 

(617)  995-8247 

NORTHAMPTON 


LACONIA 


BRICK  YARD  MOUNTAIN  INN 
Rte.  3,  Weiss  Beach 


MANCHESTER 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 


PROVINCETOWN 


CLUB  484 
484  Chestnut  St. 

(603)  627-4797 

MANCHESTER  CIVIC  CLUB 
Merrimack  St.  (603)  623-8264 
TUDOR  CAFE 
361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 


NORTH  CONWAY 


THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 

THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 

(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
1 93 A  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S  BAR 
Main  St.  (603)  356-2313 


PORTSMOUTH 


SEA  PORT  CLUB 

Rt.  1  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 

RHODE  ISLAND 

CENTRAL  FALLS 

MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 

NEWPORT 

RANDOLPH 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 


SPRINGFIELD 


THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 
ARBOR  LOUNGE 
Washington  St. 


TYNGSBORO 


THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 

PROVIDENCE 

FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Weyboxset 
THE  GAI  I  ERY 
194  Richmond  St. 

M1RABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

LA  BOHEME 

83  Dorrancc  St.  (401)  621-8681 


SMITHFIEI.D 


LOWELL 


COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 


LYNN 


DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(617)  649-9186 


WORCESTER 


THE  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  Cl  UB 
Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1 180 

WOONSOCKET _ 

THE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
281  High  St.  (401)  762-9740 


VERMONT 


FRAN’S  PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 
(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC’S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 
(617)  595-9051 


ISAIAH’S 
1 1  Thomas  St. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 


BELLOWS  FALLS 

ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATTLEBORO 


FLAT  ST\  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 


CALENDAR , 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue . 


28  sat 

Boston  —  Clearspace  is  holding  its  Hallo¬ 
ween  Party.  For  men  and  women.  8pm. 
For  more  information  call  646-8598. 

Baltimore,  MD  —  The  Baltimore  Gay 
Youth  Group  will  meet  at  12  noon  at  the 
Gay  Community  Center  of  Baltimore, 
2133  Maryland  Ave.  Open  to  all  area  high 
school  women  and  men. 

Boston  —  The  Gay  women  and  men  of  the 
three  Boston  Groups  of  AA  will  be  spon¬ 
soring  a  dance  at  Old  West  Church,  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  9:30-2:00  a.m.  Donation  of 
$2.50.  Costumes  encouraged  but  op¬ 
tional.  All  are  invited. 

Bostbn  —  Women  and  Sports,  an  all-day 
conference  with  panel  discussion,  work¬ 
shops  and  films  will  be  held  at  the  George 
Sherman  Union  of  Boston  U.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  contact  Peggy  Sarasy,  Boston 
U.  Women’s  Center,  775  Commonwealth 
Ave. 

29  sun 

Boston  —  Leonard.  Matlovich  will  be 
visiting  local  bars  including  Darts,  The 
Bar,  and  119  Merrimac  to  raise  funds  to 
help  defeat  the  anti-gay  Briggs  Initiative. 
See  posters  in  your  favorite  bar  for  exact 
times. 

Boston  —  Charlotte  Bunch,  Leonard  Mat¬ 
lovich  and  Arlie  Scott  will  be  featured 
speakers  at  a  brunch  to  raise  funds  for  the 
Committee  to  defeat  the  anti-gay  Briggs' 
Initiative.  Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.  1 
p.m.  $2  donation.  $1  brunch. 

Baltimore  MD  —  Dignity/Baltimore  cele¬ 
brates  their  fifth  anniversary  with  liturgy, 
theme:  Dreams  and  Freedom,  buffet  and 
disco  dance.  4-11  p.m.,  St.  Vincent  de 
Paul  Church,  Falleway  at  Fayette  St., 
$3.50 

Randolph,  MA  —  Leonard  Matlovich  will 
be  at  the  Halloween  Costume  Party  at  the 
Randolph  Country  Club,  Route  139,  to 
help  raise  funds  to  defeat  the  anti-gay 
Briggs'  Initiative.  8  p.m. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  Leonard  Matlovich  discusses  the 
California  Briggs  Initiative.  9  a.m. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folkdancing.  6:30* 
9:30pm.  Philips  Brooks  House,  near  Har¬ 
vard  Yard.  3rd  floor. 

Waltham,  MA  —  The  film  Word  Is  Out  will 
be  shown  at  Bentley  College  (Beever  and 
Forest  Sts.),  in  Lindsay  Hall  Auditorium  at 
7:30pm.  Free,  all  are  invited. 


31  tues 

Waltham,  MA  —  The  film  Word  Is  Out  will 
be  shown  at  11:30am  and  4pm  In  Lindsay 
Hall  Auditorium,  Bentley  College.  All  are 
Invited.  Free. 


Phlladalphla,  PA  —  The  Gay  Community 
Services  Center  will  observe  Halloween 
with  a  lecture,  "Witches  and  Witchhunts" 
by  Mickey  Weinstein.  8pm.  $2  donation. 
326  Kater  St. 


NYC  —  The  Women's  West  Side  Dis¬ 
cussion  Group  will  hold  a  "Halloween 
Dance"  in  cooperation  with  MCC.  Cos¬ 
tumes  invited  but  not  essential.  For 
women  only.  Donation  $3.  26  Ninth  Ave. 


Cambrldga,  MA  —  Basic  Self  Help,  an 
introduction  to  the  concepts  of  self-help 
and  information  sharing  on  women's 
health  care  experience,  will  be  held  at  the 
Women’s  Community  Health  Center,  639 
Mass.  Ave.,  RM  210. 7-10  p.m.  for  four  con¬ 
secutive  Wednesdays.  Call  547-2302  for 
information  and  registration. 


Amherst.  MA  —  The  People's  Gay 
Alliance  of  the  University  of  Mass,  will  be, 
holding  its  annual  Halloween  Disco  from 
9 'to  1  am,  10th  floor.  Campus  Center. 
Donation  is  $1.  Costumes  invited,  all  are 
welcome  for  a  lively  evening. 


Boston  —  The  Prostitutes  Union  of 
Massachusetts  will  hold  their  Third 
Annual  Hookers'  Ball  on  Halloween 
Night,  at  Lulu  White's  Restaurant,  3 
Appleton  St.  in  the  South  End.  Jazz 
pianist  and  vocalist  Dorothy  Donnegan 
and  disco  dancing.  Beginning  at  9  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $5.  For  more  information  call 
524-7507 


2  thurs 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Classes  begin  for  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Experience,  a  five  week 
course  at  the  Cambridge  Center  of  Adult 
Education,  42  Brattle  St.  The  course, 
moderated  by  Al  Bouchard  of  the  Human 
Achievement  Foundation,  will  meet  at  8 
p.m.  for  two  hours.  For  registration  and 
information  call  547-6789. 

3  f ri 

Bloomington,  IN  —  The  Bloomington  Gay 
Alliance  will  sponsor  its  8th  Annual  BGA 
Halloween  Dance.  In  the  past  the  dance 
has  attracted  between  700  and  900 
persons.  Held  at  the  Bloomington 
National  Guard  Armory.  Tickets  are  $2  at 
the  door.  9  p.m. 

Holllston,  MA  —  Lambda  of  Middlesex 
will  hold  its  Kick-Off  party.  8  p.m.  Call 
429-6593  for  information  and  directions. 


Boston  —  Clearspace  holds  a 
Registration  Get-Together  for  Its  Intro¬ 
ductory  Astrology  classes  at  7:30pm.  Rlsa 
Benson,  an  experienced  humanistic 
astrologer,  will  teach  the  course  for  a 
reasonable  fee.  For  more  Information  call 
825-6700. 


4  sat 

Hartford,  CT  —  The  Hill  Center  will 
sponsor  the  Third  Annual  "Beyond  the 
Male  Myth  Conference  for  Men."  Work¬ 
shops  on  Men  and  Rape  Culture,  On 
Being  a  Father,  Beyond  Masculinity/ 
Femininity  and  others.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (203)249-7691. 

Hartford,  CT  —  The  Hartford  Women's 
Center  will  present  a  benefit  dance/con- 
cert  with  “Felicidad,"  an  all-women's 
latln/|azz  band.  To  be  held  at  the  Hartford 
Central  YWCA,  1 35  Broad  St.  at  8pm.  Tick¬ 
ets  are  $3.50  at  the  door.  For  more 
Information  call  (203)  525-2382  between 
9am  and  5pm.  All  women  are  invited. 

5  sun 


Boston  —  A  flea  market  for  various 
services  and  organizations  in  the  gay 
community  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
Boston  Vikings  at  Over  Harry's,  Harrison 
and  Essex  Sts.  12  noon  to  8  p.m.  For  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  obtain  table  space  call 
427-2778,  mornings. 

Boston  —  Boston  Unitarian  Universalists 
Gays  and  Lesbians  will  hold  their  annual 
meeting  and  potluck  at  355  Boylston  St., 
5:30  p.m. 

b  mon  <  - 

Boston  —  The  Women’s  Concerns 
Committee  of  Clearspace  will  have  their 
monthly  meeting  et  7pm  at  Somewhere, 
295  Franklin  St.  Anyone  Interested  is 
welcome.  Call  646-8598  for  more  Infor¬ 
mation. 

7  tues 

Today  Is  election  day.  VOTE! 

8  wed 

Providence,  RI  —  The  Lesbian  Feminist 
Union  will  present  the  Lesbian  Mother¬ 
hood  Educational  Forum  at  8pm,  Wilson 
Hall  of  Brown  U.  In  the  1st  floor  lecture 
hall.  The  film  In  the  Best  Interests  of 
Children  will  be  shown,  with  a  panel 
presentation  following. 

ll  sat 

Boston  —  The  Little  Flags  Theatre  will 
present  the  play  Marx  on  Her  Mind  as  a 
benefit  for  Common  Stock  Restaurant. 
The  production  will  be  held  at  the  Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts,  551  Tremont  St. 
Tickets  are  $5,  sold  In  advance  at 
Common  Stock  and  Red  Bookstore.  For 
more  information  call  566-9750. 

14  tues 

Boston  —  The  semi-annual  business 
meeting  of  GCN,  Inc.,  will  take  place  on 
Tues.,  Nov.  14th,  at  7  p.m.  In  the  offices  of 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bbston.  All  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  corporation  are  requested  to 
attend  this  important  meeting.  Agenda  in¬ 
cludes  by-law  changes,  a  collective  dis¬ 
cussion  of  GCN’s  future,  and  nomina¬ 
tions  for  a  new  Board  of  Directors. 


30  mon 


1  wed 


Boston  —  Aradia  Counseling  will  begin  a 
group  for  Lesbians  ending  relationships. 
For  more  information  call  739-2000  ext. 
58. 


Mlddlebury,  VT  —  The  Gay  People  at 
Mlddlebury  will  meet  In  Johnson  Lounge 
of  Mlddlebury  College  at  10pm.  For  more 
information  call  (802)  382-6893. 
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Haverhill,  MA  —  The  Christian  Commun¬ 
ity  Church  will  meet  at  112  Emerson  St., 
Apt.  1A.  Help  open  a  new  location.  All  are 
welcome.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing. 
3:30-6:30pm,  Phillips  Brooks  House,  near 
the  Harvard  Yard.  3rd  floor. 


IS  wed 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women's 
Community  Health  Center  will  hold  a 
Lesbian  Self-Help  and  Discussion  Group, 
continuing  for  four  consecutive  Wednes¬ 
days.  Cali  547-2302  for  Information  and 
registration. 
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